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puys better to bring the meat to Fremantle
ani then take it to Java on the following
trip.

Division put and passed.

Resolutions reported.

House adfourned at 1.47 am. (Wednesday).
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QUESTION—MINING INDUSTRY.
Arbitration Court case.

Mr. CORBOY asked the Premier: I, Is he
vure that the mining case in the Arbitra-
on Court, on which an award was delivered
st week, was heard before a great many
her cases listed prior to it? 2, At whose
quest was this done? 3, Who was respon.
bla for the cake being heard before its
oper time?
The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, This
not known to the Government. 3, The
peedure to be followed as to sittings of
¢ Court and eases to be taken is provided
Sections 85 and 68 of ‘‘The Industirial
bitration Act, 1912.”* This being so, un
i¢ can be heard before its proper time.

ESTIMATES—STATE TRAD-
ING CONCEERNS.

Teport of Committee adopted.

NNUAIL

1549

BILL—NATIVE MISSBION
Second Eeading.

The PEEMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [4.38] in moving the second

STATIONS,

reading said: The objeet of the Bill s to
make fee slmg]e grants of 1,000 acres esch
to the Perth Diocesan Trustees, Forrest
River, and the Benedictlhe Community,

Dtysdale River; such grunts to include main
brildings and :{mprovements. Members wil)
he aware that the two churches have spent
considerable damovnts of money on buildih
and improvements at the respective locali-
ties; and it is desired, therefore, that they
should be granted these areas, Personally
I regard the proposnl as perfectly reason-
able, beeguse the churches, besifles spending
a cobsiderable sum of money, havé Qore
good work, add it is not muek to give
then the lands on  which thelr money
hus been spent. The bloeks proposed to be
grapted lave hot yet been surveyed, and
therefore eanmot at this juncture he de-
scribed. With regard to the Forrest River
mission, a Class ““A’’ reserve of 100,000
actes has been leased to the diocesan trus-
tees as an aboriginal mission station for 21
years st a peppercorn rental, The passing
of the Bill will remove the area of 1,000
avtes from the Class ‘A’ reperve. The
migpion is hept ap by voluntary coutriba-
tiohs amounting to about £1,900 a year.
There sre 136 natives on the roll, and there
i3 a mission staiT of five. The possessions
of the mission ihelude 389 cows and 410
goaty, and 16 bnildings. In the csse of the
Drysdale Biver misston station, there is a
speclal Jease of 50,000 acres, and £1,750 has
been gpent oh buildings and £480 on culfiver
tion, The annnal expeniture of the mis-
cion amounts to £500, Thirty natives are
actually boused at the misslon, apd the
number of natives recsiving ratlons odea-
sionally tises as bhigh as 1,800. The misgion
has a staff of four. I hope the House will
agtes to the passing of the Bill, because it
will mean assisting people who are doing
much to help the State in its development
work in the North, Certainly they ought
to be given the land om whieh their im-
provements are standing, The land 4ds not
very valuable. Once we got settlement in
those loealities, we shall be givihg away the
land to settlers in 150-acre blocks. Members
know of the good work that beth these
migsions bhave been doing for vears. I
move—

That the Bill be now read o second tima,
(Juestion put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee, elc.

Bill passed through Committes without
debate, reported without amendment, snd
the report adopled.
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BILL — PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS AND
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES LANDS ITM-
PROVEMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir Jemes Mitchell
—Northam) [4.45) in moving the second read-
ing sajd: The Bill contains a small amendment
to the existing Act, under which ¢ertain pub-
lie bodies huve the right to mortgage their
holdings for the purpose of improving their
properties. The principal amendment affects
Section 2, which defines {he word ‘‘ipstitu-
tion.’” At the present time the Aect states
that an institution shall ineclude ‘‘any public
library, public musezm, working men’s insti-
tute, mechanics’ institute, lodge of Frae-
masons, lodge of Oddfellows, agrienltural
society, lodge of Good Templars, temperance
society, any society or braneh thereof estab-
lished or registered under the Friendly Socie-
ties Ordinance 1863, or any law to be here-
after passed to regulate friendly societies
and any association holding lands in the said
colony granted by the Crown to the trustees
thereof for a public purpose.’’ The Bill pro-
poses that these powers shall extend to other
organisations. It will be seen that trades halls
wera not included under the parent Aet. I
doubt if there were any in exigtence in 1892
when the Act was passed. Thbe bodies hold-
ing these grants of land may desire to mort-
gage them in order to raise funds for im-
provements. We cannot reasonably withhold
that right, seeing that it has been granted to
8o many other bodies. Apart from that, it is
desirable that these organisations should use
the land for the purposes for which it was
granted, and to enable them to do so it is
necesgary to provide the right to mortgage the
land and thus furnish proper security to the
person lending the money.  Without the
amendment proposed in the Bill these organ-
jeations have mnot that right. I koow the
Hovse will agree to the proposal and I
move—

That the Bl be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill.

Clause l—agreed to.

the Premier in

(lause 2—Amendment of Seetion 2:

Mr. PICKERING: There may be bodies
other than those mentioned in the Act and
the Bill desirous of having the same privi-
leges extended to them. These are now ex-
cluded. T do not know whether there are any
other institutions that should be included in
the Bitfl

Mr. Davies: Such as the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association,

Mr. PICKERING: It may be that that
association will desire to come within the
seope of the Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.,]

Hon. P, Collier: But the Primary P
ducers’ Assoviation is defunct now!

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is not,

The Minister for Mines: It was reviv
this morning.

Mr. PICKERING: The Primary P
durers’ Asgociation is as solid as ever, if ¢
more so.

Hon. P. Collier: But where are their rep
sentatives?

Mr. PICKERING: I have the distineti
of being ome of the representatives of tb
body.

Hon. P, Collier:
mice!

Mr. PICKERING: What iz that?

Hen, T, Walker: ‘¢Three blind mice,’’

Mr. PICKERING: We could not expe
anything else from the hon. member, sesi
that his vision is not tco clear,

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. PICKERING: We may number th
now, but there will be more than three afi
the next clections.

Mr. Angelo: ‘“Three blind mice; eee h
they run.’”’

Mr. Johnston: The country is with us.

Hon. P. Collier: You are like a man kes
ing up his courage om a dark night.

The CHATIRMAN: I ask hon. members
keep order.

Mr. PICKERING: I am content to abi
by the ruling of the Chair, but it is ot
right to reply to these interjections. T
Minister may have made some inguiries as
whether there are other boadies desirous
coming within the scope of the Bill. Has t
Premier made those inquiries with a view
avoiding the introduction of further amer
ing Bills?

The PREMIER: I do not think there =
any organisations not covered by the B
now, I have had no requests from any ol
bodies.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and {
report adopted.

One ot the three bii

BILL—GNOWANGERUP RESERVES,
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTU]
(Hon. H. K. Maley—Greenough) [4.55]
moving the second reading said: The Gng
angerup Road Board propese fo erect
memotial hall on Gnowangerup Lot 22 whi
will serve the joint purpoese of an agricultu
hall and a road board office. 'The lot is
present reserved for a goldiers’ memorial si
and Executive Council approval was given |
the izsuing of a 999 years’ lease to the ro
board for that purpose. The isseing of i
lease was held up pending further negot
tions. The Returned Soldiers’ League
prepared to hand it over to the road boa
In order to rzise funds for the building,
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is desired that a lease of Gnowangerup Lots
5 and 53 be granted to the road board with
power to sell, provided the proceeds are ap-
plied for the ercetion of the mew hall. Lot
5 is vested in the Minister for Works as a
road board site. The Public Works Depart-
ment hag notified its approval of the transfer
and the Bill will enable this transaction to be
carried out. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr, A, THOMSON (Katanning) [4.56]:
I support the second reading of the Bill. It
will enable the people of Guowanger:p to de-
vote the money raised by the disposal of the
agricuitural bhall and land as part paymeni
for the beautifnl memorial hall erected in thav
distriet to commemorate the fallem soldiers
from Gnowarngerup.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committes,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minigter for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.

'Clause 2—Power to grant certain reserves
to the board:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We should have
more information. The member for Katan-
ning pointed out that it is proposed to sell
not only the land, but the hall which has been
erected there, the proceeds to be applied for
the erection of a better hall 2s a memorial
to the fallen soldiers. Was fhe hail built
out of Government funds granted under the
conditions for agricultural and other balls?
Was it built entirely by the road board?
There is nothing in the Bill dealing with a
hall. The only reference made is to land.
I trust the member for the distriet will en-
lighten us on the point.

Clauze put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with-ut amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL--LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.2] in moving the second read-
ing said: The Bill is virtually the same as
that of last year, but with small amendments
consequent on the amending, last session, of
the Assessment Act. Clause 5is the same as the
corresponding clanse in last year’s Bill. The
provisions are that where income ineluding
or consisting solely of dividends equals a sum
liable to a higher rate than 1s. 3d. in the
pound, that income shall carry fax, credit
being given for paymentsa under the Dividend
Duties Aet. In the provise to Clause 8 refer-
coce to Subsection 7 of Section 30 of the
Assessment Act of 1907 is deleted. This sub-
section was repenled by the Act of last ses-
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sion. It provided a four per cent. allowance
on buginess premises, ete. It was agreed last
year that this allowance on business premises
should be discontinued. Then there is another
amendment with which, I am sure, all will
agree. Where the super tax was applied we
arrived at the income to be taxed by refrain-
tng from making certain allowances that were
made in respect of the ordinary tax. For
instanve, if & man had a taxable income of
£264¢ the super tax applied. The Act
said that the possessor of suchk an
income must not make the usual deduections
for insurance premiums, children, and rates
and tazes on Jand or income paid in Western
Australin, That was not fair becanse, cof
conrse, those are ordinary allowanges, not
toxed except under the super tax provision,
The super tax is applied to the taxable in-
vome after all deductions have been made,

Hon. I. Collier: It should apply to only
the taxable income of £264.

The PREMIER: Yes, I do not know quite
how the Commissioner read the Act, but ap-
parently we did not allow the deduction.

Hon. P. Collier: I think we did, and that
hig interpretation was wrong.

The PREMIER: No, it is quite ¢lear in
the Act. If the calculated income is to be
subject to super tax, the allowances are not
made. Now, however, we calculate the ineone
much more simply, because the ordinary taxa-
ble income will be subject to the super tfax,
and all deduetions in respect of the ordinary
tax will be allowed in respect of the super
tax. For the rest, the Bill ig the same as that
of last year. The amendments are amall, de-
vised merely to do justice by the taxpayers.
The existing system has meant a good deal
of trouble to everybody whose income was sub-
ject to super tax. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—~LAND ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Bir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.8] in moving the eecond read-
ing said: It is well known to hon. members
that there is a very great demand for lamd
just now. People have the right to take
up land and withhold the improvements for
gome time. Under the Act one-fifth of the
prescribed improvements to non-residential
conditional purchase leases must be made
within two years. Under the residential lease
the time fixed for the improvementa is the
same, but in neither class of lease can we
forfeit before two years. Under the non-resi-
dential lease the improvements are 100 per
cent. greater than those under the residential
lease. We want to get over this period of
two years for the making of one-fifth of the
necessary improvements., The Bill provides
that improvements on leases shall be begun
within six months on both residential and
non-residential holdings, and shall be con-
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timied to the satisfaction of the Minister. 1
hope the House will agree to this amend-
ment, rather than have men holding
land for two years without improving it.
There is also an amendment in the pastoral
lease provisions, It will be remembered that
it was said a mapo bolding meore than
1,000,000 acres must get rid of the surplus
within a given time. Some lessees held over
1,000,000 acres, and so had to forfeii or
transfer because the time limit for conver-
sfon had expired betore they became aware
of the provisions of the Aet. The Bill ex-
tends the time for applications to come in
under the 194% tenure to the 30th June 1924,
provided double rent from the 28th March,
1918, with 7 per cent. interest on the addi-
tional rental is lodged with the application.
It must be remembered that it was through
distanee from the cenire that some of the
lessees did not learn of the provisions of
the Act in time,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Did we not amend
the BRill in order to give them opportunity?

The PREMIER : That was during the
war,

Mr. Underwood: They have the right to
come in. Why deal with the five years
period before you come to it?

The PREMIER: We should give these
people opportunity to ¢ome under the ex-
tended terms. It is important that the State
should get the additicnal revenue from such
lessees and get the improvements done.
There is no reason why all leases should not
expire at the same time. When Icasing
Crown lands ngt previously applied fer, we
to-day make the term 1948. No one would
take up a pastoral lease on a short term. A
man holding a lease expiring in 1928 is at a
disadvantage eompared with a man whose
leage runs till 1948, because be must borrow
money to make improvements. 1n every
way it will be an advantage to the State
te bring all the lessees into line. There are
not so many acres affected, abeut 6,000,000
out of the 300,000,000 acres. Sixty-five
lessees have mot come under the new Aect,
and they hold 186 leases. I hope the House
will agree that all may come under the same
term and that these lcases may be extended
till 1948. Such lessees will have to pay the
double rent from the passing of the 1918
Act until the present time; they will have
to pay the assessed remtal value till the ex-
piry of the lease in 1948 and they will have to
carry out the improvements required.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Those leases will fall
to the State in 1928,

The PREMIER: Those lessees wall also be
subject to reappraisement of their leases in
1933, that is 15 years from 1918, I see no
good reason why they should not be brought
under the longer term, seeing that practi-
cally the whole of the land is leased under
the one Act. There seems to be no object
in having some of the leases falling in at
one date, and other leases at another date.
I hope members will agree to this extension
of time. The preseat Act infliets a hard-

|ASSEMBLY.]

ship upon the man who bought from an
owner that held more than 1,000,000 acres
and had to disgorge hecause of the passing
of the Act. The advantage is ali with the
State., There is another amendment that is
not of great importance. There is some
doubt whether the Act makes it quite clear
that all leases shall be dated from the same
day. This was the intention of Parliameut,
and in my opinion the intention is quite
clear. :

Mr. Underwood: You cannot force & man
to come under it if he does not wish to.

The PREMIER : But this is for the
benefit of the people who do come under it.
The 1st April, 1918, was fixed as the starting
time for the payment of the double rental,
aud I think it ways clearly intended that
this should also be the starting date for
new leages., The amcndment proposed will
put all lessees in precisely the same position,
1t will make the date of reappraisement the
same, namely 15 years from 1st April, 1918,
and all land will be re-assessed at the one
time, There was considerable delay in
making the appraisements; often two or
three years clapsed, and if this amendment
be not agreed to, the man appraised last of
all will gain as against the one appraised
carlier. The old leases carried on until the
issue of the new leases. Suppose an eold
lease was 10s., and a new lease 15s., a lessee
appraised immediately after the passing of
the Act would pay from that date.

Mr. Underwood: I know that some of the
appraisements were not increased, but were
reduced from 10s. to 9s.

The PREMIER: On the other hand, the
lessee  whose appraisement was delayed
wonld pay only the original rental until the
appraisement. That was not the inteation
of Parliament, and in faet that has not
been done, but we want to make quite clear
the intention of Parkament. It is not right
that because the assessors could not get om
to a man’s property promptly, he should
benefit by the delay. All should be treated
alike. That ecertainly was the intention of
Parliament. The only stipulation laid down
by Parliament was that the application for
the renewal of leases should be made within
a certain time. All leases have been issued
as from l1st April, 1918, and it is advisable
under this Bill to make clear the intention
of Parliament and set at rest any legal
doubts. We wish to avoid any litigation
or trouble. The two points for the House
to consider are, first, shall the appli-
cants for land wunder non-residential con-
ditions have two years in which to make im-
provements, really two years in which to
commence making improvements, or shall
they be required, as is proposed under this
Bill, to commence their improvements within
six months? T think the House will agree
with me on that point. The other clause
merely provides that all pastoral lessees, ir-
respective of whether they applied within the
stipulated time to come under the Aet, shall
have the right to come under the Act,
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Houn, P. Collier: Are there manyf

The PREMIER: No, only 65 lessees in-
volving about 6,000,000 acres.

Hon. P. Collier: The holdings must be

ry small,
The PREMIER: Yes, and these are really
a very small proportion of the whole,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: A man that steals 3d.
iz as big a criminal as the man that steals
£1. The area makes no difference.

The PREMIER: I do not think anyone
has stolen 3d., much less £1.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The rights of the
eountry were given away under the previous
amentlment.

The PREMIER: The hon, member might
equally well argue that the rights of the
country are given away when we lease any
land at all.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No.

AMr, Munsie: The leases had only 11 years
to run, and you gave away the country’s
rights by extending the leases for another 20
years.

The PREMIER: It is essential to remew
leases years prior to their expiration. Other-
wise a man would be in doubt about keeping
his atock on the property.

Hon. M. ¥, Troy: He had a definite con-
tract, and knew perfectly well what it was.

Mr, Munsgie: One man stayed in the House
merely to finish that job.

The PREMIER: We need not argue the
merits of the prévious amendment.

Mr, Munsie: T shall finish the job if ever
my vote ean do it.

The PREMIER: Tt is only right that all
lessees should be bronght under the same
term. Those who applied ir time have 1948,
Those taking nup land to-day have 1948. Other
peaple who bought sarplus lands from pas-
toralists that had to sell have leases expiring
in 1928. It is of no advantage to the Stafe
to have these differences in dates. We have
three sets of lessees, and it cannot be argmed
that two should have 1948 tenwre and 2 small
seetion 1928 tenure. We should give all an
opportunity to come under the 1943 tenure
80 long as they pay equally for the renewsl.
Tt does not amount to a large area—6,000,000
aeres altopether. It is advisable to have all
pastoral leases falling in on the one date.

Mr. Munsie: They should all fall in in
1928,

The PREMIER: I do not intend to argue
that question now.

Mr. Munsie: We might have a chance to
argue it presently.

The PREMIER:
have an opporiunity.

Mr. Munsie: I ghall use it, too.
mistake about that.

The PREMIER: I do not wish to deny
the hon. member the right. A1l T am asking
ig that the few people comcermed shall have
their leases extended so that they shall ex-
pire with the other leases. It is convenient
to have all leases expiring at the one time.
That has been the eustom, and it is a good
enstom, Before the 1948 leases expire, les-

ve

The hon. member will

Make no

"1553

sees will have to be given a good number of
years if they are treated fairly. On the last
occasion they were treated omly fairly by giv-
ing them time {o make the neecessary arrange-
ments. I move:—

That the Bill be now read a second lime,

Ou motion by Hen. M. F. Troy, debate ad-
journed,

BILL—VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 15th November.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.27]: This Bill does not make
the provision that some members desire, The
Minister is secking power to issue a permit
to any person he thinks capable of practis-
ing the profession if he is 30 miles distanf

from a registered veterinary surgeon. The
distance is too great.
The Minister for Agriculture: What, in

these days of motor cars®

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If a motor ear
were used, it would have to be paid for. A
veterinary sorgeon working under a permit
might have a good practice in a disfrict and
a registered man might set up and take the
business from him. All the registered man
would have to do would be to reside within
30 miles of the other man, whose business would
then be gone. Mozt members are acquainied
with one man who could have secured regis-
tration at the time had he stated he was ob-
taining his livelihood by practising as a vet-
erinary surgeon, but he said he was getting
a livelihood as a member of Parliament, and
on that ground he was refused registration.
He possessed the ability, and the hoard had
1o objection to registering him. He missed
securing registration because hc was honest
enoiigh to say that at the time he was get-
ting a salary from the State that constituted
his livelihood. This Bill will not give him the
right to be registered if there is a registered
veterinary surgeon in his distriet. T know that
since he ceased to be a member of Parlia-
ment he has been doing a lot of good by
helping farmers in the distriet where he re-
sides. There are one or two other similar
cagses. Some men were at the war, and failed
to become registered because of that faet.

The Minister for Agriculture: A distriet
that has no veterinary surgeon may want one,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We should proteet
those who have already done & certain amount
of good. The reason why some men have not
gone into certain districts is that they did not
think there was a sufficient livelihood for them
there. 'When there are a number of registered
men available no doubt they will go to those
distriets, and cut out the local man who is
already doing the work. I hope the Minister
will prepare an amendment to this Bill. Tf
not, others will do se, but I prefer that he
should do it. Mr, Titus Lander, who was an
inspeetor employed by the Soeiety for the
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Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, is the man
to whom [ referred, and who was not regis-
tered because he declared he earned his liveli-
kood aa a member for Parliament. He should
be allowed to be registered. I know of others
who possess only permits. A registered man
could go along and take their work from them,
if the limit as to distance is allowed to stand.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have to
make a start somewbere.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I admit that. No
one would deny registration te a man who
was not registered because he went to the
war. The right to practice veterinary seience
should not be restricted to within a distapce
of 30 miles of another registered surgeon. 1
hope the Minister will agree to amend the Bill.

The Minister for Agriculture: I know of
the case of one man who was not registered
because he went to the war.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: There are not many
such cases, but I do hope the Bill will be =0
amended as to allow such persons to become
éegistered and to practice in any part of the

tate.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.37]: One 1s
apt to under-estimatle the vital importance of
veterinary science. We have to think only of
the immediate present to realise the great dan-
ger to this Btate through the outbreak of dis-
eage in our dairy herds, and the necessity
for inducing men to eome to this State who
are experts in veterinary seience. In this
morning’s ‘‘ West Australian’’ there appeared
an article illustrating very fitly the dire loss
that might oceur from sueh a disease as the
one it is mow alleged bas broken out in the
Fremantle district. 1 think I am correct in
eaying that in Europe in the 17th century
there were enormous losses in stock in com-
nequenca of an nuthreak of Aisease, As this
State develops, and goes ahcad under the sya-
tem of group settlement, it will become in-
crcasingly important that every care should
be taken throngh veterinary science to protect
the intercsts of our dairy farmers: Bome of
these people have already suffered losses that
have caused their positions to border on ruin-
ation. 'The whole foundation of our efforts
in group settlement is dairying. It is of vital
importance not only to the settlers but to the
State that every possible precauvtaon should be
taken to ensure the protection of our stock by
means of veterinary science. Whilst we may
sympathise with certain individuals who,
through the war or other ecauses, were pre-
vented from registering under the Act, we
must not lose sight of the faet thai veter-
inary science is & highly skilled profession. If
it is to be of any real benefit to this State,
we must look only to the most highly skilled
veterinarians to prevent or deal with any
ealamitous outbreak amongst our stoek. If
we desire to encourage veterinary scientists
to come here, we must give them some security
of tenure in the way of an assured livelihood.
It may be advisable that the prineiples that
are followed by the Medical Department in
respeet of resident medical officers should be
adopted in the case of veterinary surgeons.

|ASSEMBLY. |

In the past we have followed a more or less
rule of thumb method in dealing with our
stock. Our wool and our dairy stock have
now greatly inecreased in value, and we must
therefore view the matier from a different
outlock. In my opinion this Bill does not
bear the impress of the recognition of the
Government of this faet. It is an evagion of
the responsibilitics of the Government to eon-
serve the vast interests involved. We are grad-
ually bringing new stock into the State. The
stock ig increzsing in value. As an illustration
of this we have to refer only to the recent
importations of valuable rams, and the addi-
tions to our dairy herds. Everything points
to the tact that the grade of our stock is im-
proving. If this Bill had ecarried with it
some guarantee to truined veterinarians that
they could make a living in this State, it
would be more to the point. In the old days
it was possible for a bone seiter to practice
as a surgeon and physician. Within our ewn
memory it is known that in New South
Wales men, who were absolutely untrained in
the medical profession, practised as doetors,

Hon. P. Collier: As bone setters and bload
letters,

Mr. PICKERING: It was discovered that
the lives of our fellow creatures were being
endangered, and it became the bounden duty
of the aunthorities to displace those unqualified
men with others who showed that they pos-
sessed the necessary attainments. The posi-
tion with respeet to our stock is becoming just
as vital as it was in those days with human
beings. We must do something to preserve
the vast stock jnterests that this State now
possesses. This measure is only a temporary
expedient to meet that contingency. It will
not encourage students from the Fastern
States who have passed through the veterinary
colleges, nor will it encourage our young men
in this State to qualify in this science.

Mr. Latham: Show me how this Bill will
injure them?

Mr. PICEERING: It is impossible to show
the hon. member anything.

Hon. P. Collier: Now we shall get some
candid comments.

Mr. PICKERING: I shall not attempt to
illustrate to any untrained intellect what is
necessary in this ease.

Mr. SPEAKER: I presrme the hon. mem-
ber is apeaking to the Bill{

Mr. PICKERING: If the hon. member
wil] persist in interjecting when T am
endeavouring to put my case in the best inm-
terests of the State, he must expect me to
reply. He will bhave his opportunity of
speaking later on. I do not think the Gov-
ernment have a due sense of the importance
of the measure they have snbmitted. T admit
that it was introduced before the vital peces-
sity for further steps to be taken had been
illustrated. This should be a warning to them
to encourage men trained in veterinary science.
I hope the Minister will reconsider the Bill
The member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) has suggested certain amend-
ments. If the Minister is prepared in Com-
mitteo to report progress, and consider the
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advisability of amending the Hill in guch a
way o8 to induce expert veterinarians to come
to this State, be will be conferring a great
benefit upon the community. To endeavour
to fill the gap by men who are not really ex-
perts in this profession would be fatal, We
are confronted with stupendous problems,
most of which are associated with our prim-
ary industries,

Hon, P. Collier:
otherwise.

Mr. PICKERING: X {rust members will
not allow any political position to worry them
on this occasion, but will concentrate their
attention upon a subjeet that is so vital to
the State. I bave had many complainia from
men practising as vetcrinary surgeons as to
the work that is done by unqualified and un-
registcred men in the metropolitan area.

Mr, Muonsie: Some of the registered men
are not as well qualified as those who are
not registered.

Hon. P. Collier:
feesions.

Mr. PICKERING: I am afraid it also
applies to some farmers and to some ex-
leaders. I am not detracting from the pro-
fessionnl capacity of any member. I am
satisfied, from the manner in which my ser-
vices have been reeognised by my electors,
that they are content with their representa-
tion,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member’s ser-
vigces are not mentioned in the Bill.

Mr. PICEERING: They have been re-
flected upon. I regret that a certain remark
has been made behind me by a late member
of the Country Party.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not debate that question on this occasion,

Hon. P. Collier: All rejected men take
things in that way.

The Premier: The othera came in late, as
in this ease.

Mr. PICKERING: I thought their posi-
tion would have encouraged them—-

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill does not apply
to them.

Hon, P, Collier:
nected with them,

Mr, PICEERING: Those who have been
members of the Country Party should have
gome sympathy with a subject that meauns so
muoch to the electors they represent. In any
event, I am unable to support the second
reading of this Bill.

Hon. P, COLLIER (Bonlder) [5.42]: I
scarcely think that the unfortunate outbreak
of disesse amongst the stock in the Fremantle
district is sufficient ground for the hon. mem-
ber to take up the attitude of an alarmist
on this Bill. I see no connection between the
two things. It is certainly desirable weo ahould
have men skilled in all the professions. That
is the aim we are all striving for. If in
Western Australia, however, we are unable to
reach the unattainable, it is advisable to go
half way.

The Premier: We must do justice.

Problems political and

That applies to all pro-

There is a surgery cop-
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Hon. P, COLLIER: Our population is
spread over great distances, and there must
be mapy scores of miles of country oceupied
by stock wherein no veterinary surgeon prae-
tises. '

Mr. Piease: Quite true.

Mr, Teesdale: You can go 1,500 miles
without seeing a person,

Hon. P. COLLIER: No qualified or regis-
tered veterinary practitioner would be likely
to go to those dristricts for generations to
come. The member for Sussex (Mr. Picker-
ing) says that unless we can obtain the ser-
viees of the highest technical skill throughout
this great country, we shall have no assistance
in this direction, skilled or otherwise. The
same thing applies to the medical profession,
To give one instance: the nearest doctor to
Wilung is 120 wriles away, The member for
Bussex would say that because that little
town is unable to maintain a doctor, there
should not be any person in that distriet
holding lesser qualifications. The town,
however, does not adopt that attitude; the
people there have a trained nurse, who is of
immense assistance to the community. The
hon. member would have neither qualified
medieal practitioners nor trained assistance.

Mr, Pickering: No similarity at all.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The case is analogous.
The hon, member wonld have a qualified
trained man or no one. I have often been
struck jin this Howse, when dealing with
legislation of this kind, by the keenness of

" members, and indeed those outside as well,

in their desire to put a ring-femce around
a particular profession and exclude others
from entering it ever afterwards. I do not
wish to make any perasonal observations or
to reBect on the hon. member when I refer
to fhe Architects Act. About 60 mem-
bers of that profession secured regis-
tration on the Bill becoming law, and
I understand that wnot more than 11
of that number had qualified by examina-
tion. However, all entered the charmed
circle and they, like members of other pro-
fessions, declare they will not pull the
barrier down. Tn a State that is growing
and developing like Western Australia, it is
not practicable always to ecarry out that
aim, and if we are certain that skilled
persons are not available to handle stock, no
obstacle showld be put in the way of per-
mitting others who have a knowledge of the
particular seience to give the benefit of that
knowledge when requested to do so. As a
matter of fact there are to be found
amongst people of this description some
who are infinitely more gkilled thban many
who obtained registration under the original
Act, and who really never qualified. We
need have no fear about the Bill; my only
regret is that it does not go far emough ip
regard to the distance set out, becaunse in
these days of motor cars 20 miles or 30 miles
is not more than 10 miles might have been
some years ago. I understand that in the
last four years omly one man has been
registered as a veterinary surgeon, and if
we are to wait until we reach the ideal ad-
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vaneed by the member for Sussex, when we
ghall have veterinary surgeons dotted ail
over the countryside at distances of 10 or
15 miles apart, we shall then be somewhere
within reach of the millenium, Buf in the
meantime the stock will die out. If we ean
give the assistance that will be possible
under the Bill let us by all means give it.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [5.50]: T support
the Biil. It is8 a necessary measure and I
am surprised that there shonld be one mem-
ber on these benches opposing it. Tbe Bill
will provide that which people in the coun-
try districts have been asking for. There
are men who are thoroughly gualified by
virtue of the knowledge they possess of
veterinary science, to practice that profes-
sion, but the law will not permit them to
do so. I might mention Mr, Titus Lander,
who will be remembered as an inspector for
many years for the Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals. Mr, Lander’s
knowledge is equal to that possessed in
some instances by men who are registered
ag veterinary surgeons, and he is doing
wonderful work in the district in which he
is eangaging in farming operations. Under
the existing law, however, it is impossible
for him to make a charge for his serviees,
even though he is at times compelled to be
away from his farm for days on end, giving
the assistance that people in the sur-
rounding country require for their stock.
If this Bill becomes law Mr. Lander will be
able to obtain remuneration for the services
he renders, and those who reguire his assist-
ance will go to him in a straightforward
manner. The House is thoroughly justified
in giving a man like Mr. Lander legal
authority te render servires in comnection
with ailing stoek. The Bill does not pro-
pose to do anything that will injure the
profession. If anyone wants to practise
veterinary surgery in a district where a
registered, though not qualified man is
residing, it will be possible for him to do so,
and the nermit granted to the ungualified
man will antomatically cease.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is 2 weakness
in the Bill

Mr. LATHANM: We should assist all those
who are taking up the profession of
veterinary surgery. I hope every member
will help to pass the Bill into law. It is a
necessary measure and I trust that not one
vote has been influenced by the opposition
of the member for Sussex.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldfon) [5.53): I
intend to support the Bill, though I do not
altogether agree with the distance set out.
This should bLe left to the discretion of the
Minister. In (eraldton, for instance, there
is a veterinary surgeon who resides 29 miles
from the town. In the town itself there is
a man who is extremely well equipped with
veterinary knowledge and the people there
eannot avail themselves of his services.
There have been prosecutions becaunse
charges have been imposed for veterinary
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gervices rendered. At the same time the
people who require veterinary assistance are
willing and anxious to pay. There is also a
man in Geraldton who has been practising
as a veterinary surgeon for over 20 years.
He went to the Boer war with the veterin-
ary corps under Colonel Campbell. Then he
went to South Australia, where he wag
allowed to practise for years, and later went
to England when the war broke cut. Now
he is settled in Geraldton, but is unable to
practise verterinary science to which he hag
devoted his life. He is unable to register,
and under the Bill he would be debarred
from practising where he resides, notwith-
standing the fact that there would be any
amount of work available, His war record
is excellent, and it can alse be said in his
favour that he had charge of Millars’ 600
horses in the South-West for a copsiderable
time. But because he is living in Geraldton
and there happens to be a qualified man
some 20 miles out of the town, it would not
be possible for him, as the Bill is framed, to
practise. The qualified man who is out some
distance from Geraldton is not practising
the profesgion, but is engaged in farm-
ing operations. There i3 po mneed to
arbitrarily fix the distance as the Bill
does; discretionary power should be given
to the Minister to declare the distance.
When the Bill ig in Committee 1 intend
to move an amendment in this direction.

Mr, McCALLUM  (South Fremautle)
[5.58]: There seem to be periods in the his-
tory of this Parliament when it becomes
seized with panic and it proceeds to impose
as many restrietions as it possibly can by
setting up a high standard that it thinks will
lead to more scientific skill being applied. I
am certain, however, that the aim stated to be
the objective has never been achieved. ILet
us examine what has becn done under the ex-
isting Veterinary Surgeons’ Act. I am ad-
vised that in order to become qualified to
register, the Act demands that student shall
take a four years’ course at the university.
This involves an expenditure of £800, whilse
for another year’s study and an expenditure
of an additional £200 a student ean obtain
the degree of M.D. Is it likely that anyone
is going to stop at securing registration un-
der the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act when by
another year’s study and a little more ex-
penditure he can obtain the degree of doctor
of medieins? It would be foolish, Look at
the difference between the two eallings, and
the different natures of their surroundings.
One man goes to the house and is shown in-
to the bedroom, performing his duties under
the most pleasant circumstances. The other
man is shown into the stable, and has most
disagreeable duties to perform. Moreover,
the differenee in earning eapacity is great.
Too high a standard has been set for veter-
inary surgeons, with the result that the ex-
isting law has defeated its own ends. Soomer
than stop at the four years’ study necessary
in order to become a veterinary surgeon,
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students possessed of any grit would continue
for another 12 months and become doctors of
medicine,

The Premier: I do not think so.

Mr, MeCALLUM: I am informed that
there are no fewer than a dozen veterinary
surgeons practising in this city.

Hon. P. Collier: They are not increasing
in number,

Mr, MeCALLUM: They are decreasing.
Some who are registered have ceased prae-
tice; others have engaged in other avoca-
tions; some have gone on farms. People will
not take a four-years’ course if a five-years’
course will give them a much pleasanter job
with a2 much larger inecome. I know of cases
of very unfair treatment under the existing
law. One man who was studying at a lead-
ing veterinary hospital of Perth when the
priocipal Act was passed, went to the war
and was away during the whole peried of hos-
tilities. I have here a testimonial given him
by his commanding officer, the Colonel of the
Tenth Light Horse. It speaks brilliantly of
the man’s ability, of the care he gave to the
horses, and of the regard in whieh he was
held in the army. It states that he gained a
reputation  throughout the expeditionary
force for the attention he gave to the ani-
mals under his charge, their condition being
much superior to that which was to be seen
in other regiments. A finer testimonial has
never come under my notice. I have here also
a petition signed by all the master earriers of
Fremantle, and another signed by praetie-
ally every horse-owner in Fremantle, request-
ing that the man be registered. However, he
eannot be registered under the existing law,
He had about four years’ study before going
to the war, stndy in a properly equipped and
up-to-date veterinary hospital, but on return-
ing from the front he found he was too late
to secure registration. T propose to move an
amendment in Commitiee to provide for such
cages. The stock-owmers of Fremantle have
great confidence in the man, and are anxious
to have his services. Until the last month or
so, Fremantle was without a veterinary sur-
geon. A Perth veterinary surgeon has mow
established a hospital at Fremantle, but he
has to be seeured by telephone when his ser-
viees arc wanted there. The man T have
referred to resides in the distriet, but the
siringency of the existing law preveats him
from practising. I hope the Minister will
agree to make the Bill a little more elastie.
During past sessions we have been engaged
in passing Bills to create preserves for indi-
viduals. I agree that quacks should not be
allowed to practise, and that in the interests
of stock-owners it is essential that practising
veterinary surgeons should have certain quali-
fications. But the stringency of the existing
law has defeated the ends in view, and has
prevented competent men from entering the
profession. In Committee I shall move an
amendment as indicated.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [6.6]: I must
support the second reading of the measure,
if only on aeeount of the inconvenience and
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losses suffered by men who settle on the land
without having knowledge of stoeck in con-
nection with farming pursuits. In every new
district there is in practically every season a
case of some settler being in great difficulties
with his stock. The man does mot know to
whom to apply. Indeed, it is some time be-
fore he realises the necessity for comsulting
a qualified man when an animal is accident-
ally injored or suffers from an internal com-
plaint. The general community want edu-
cating up to the facf that it is better to save
& valuable animal than lose it for the sake of
paying for the serviees of a qualified veterin-
ary surgeon, The Bill provides that regis-
tration will not be granted unless the appli-
eant proves that he possesses certain qualifi-
cations. While I recognige that the Bill will
fill a long-felt want, I alse agree that a 30-
mile radius represents too great a distance.
The radius should be 20 miles, and even thig
should not be caleulated by road but by
linear distance from the residence of the
ueavest professionally qualified man. The
passing of the Bill will mean a good deal of
saving to the individual and to the State.
With veterinary surgeons competent to ad-
vise them, the men on the land will reach
higher values in the stock maintained on their
properties. Another result of enacting this
measure will be to create a desire for addi-
tional qualified veterinary surgeons in the
various country distriects. Thus the Bill, in-
stead of being against the interests of certifi-
cated veterinary surgeons, will operate in the
contrary direetion. At present farmers rarely
call in a veterinary surgeon. :

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H, K., Maley—Greenough—in reply)
[6.8]: It is gemerally recogmsed that one
has to begin somewbere with regard to limita-
tion when fixing a radius as proposed by this
Bill. Probably all of us will agree with what
hag been said by the member for York (Mr,
Latham} regarding the assistance rendered hy
a man like Mr, Titus Lander to settlers in his
distriet by way practically of voluntary ser-
vice. TFor that service he has not been en-
titled to eharge, and in order to render it he
must have been absent from his own farm
during many days. There is in Anstralia a
distinct lack of young men qualifying for
veterinary practice. The reasonr may be, as
suggested by the member for South Fremantle
(Mr. MecCzllum), thai the medical degree
only takes a year longer than the degree of
veterinary surgeon. We should meet the situa-
tion as is proposed by the Bill, If the second
reading is carried, T shall ask that the Com-
mittee stage be deferred so as to afford me
an opportunity of consulting the chief veter-
inary officers of the State regarding the sug-
gestions offéred by hon. members in the course
of the debate.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Sétting suspended from 6.10 to 7.0 pam.
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BILL—AMENDMENTS
PORATION.

Second Reading.

" The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [7.31] in moving the second
reading said: The title of the Bill ia gelf-
explanatory. Hon. members know that fre-
quently when amending Biils are introduced
we provide for the reprinting of the principal
Act as amended. If the Bill becomes law,
such a ecourse will not be necessary, becaunse
every reprint of an Aet will include all
amendments. A great many Aects have been
amended, and to-day if any perzon wishes to
look into the provisions of an Act he is com-
pelled to look not only for the principal Act,
but for several amending Aects as well, This
i3 undesirable, and power is sought under the
Bill to reprint Acts with all amendments, I
is provided that every reprint by the Govern.
ment Printer of an Act with its amendments
shall be under the surervision of the Clerk
of Parliaments. There may be some slight
danger in connection with the work, but after
all it should be very slight indeed. The effect
will be that in future every Aet will be com-
plete. The member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker) will recognise how convenient that
will be to anyone having to eonsult Acts of
Parliament. Frequently a member desiring
to look up an Aet Fas to look up quite a num-
ber of amending Acts as well.

Hon, P, Collier: Look at the Land Aect.

The PREMIER: That is a good example.
I move—

" That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and pasted.
Eill read a second time.

INCOR-

In Commitlee, eto.
Bill passed throuph Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL, — RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT
OF MAINTENANCE ORDERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of two amendments made by the

Couneil now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Angelp in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,

No. 1,—Add a new clause, to stand a9
Clause 3, as follows:—

3. Section 2 of the principal Act iz herely
amended by the delelimn of the word
‘Yother,”’ in the definition of °'superior
court,”?

The PREMIER: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

T have conavlted the Crown Solicitor, and he
informs me that the word *‘ other’’ should not
have been inserted.

Dard
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Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendment agreed to.
No. 2. Add e new clause, to stand ag
Clause 6, as follows;—
6. A gection is inserted in the principal
Aet as follows:—15, This dct shall wot be
deemed to repeal by implication the Inter.
state Destitute Persons Relief Act, 1918.
The PREMIER: Referring to a proposal on
one oceasion, the Leader of the Opposition
stated that while it would not do any good,
it would not do any harm. :

Hon. P. Collier: I did not originate that
remark.

Hon. T. Walker: It originated on the Gov-
eroment side of the House.

The PREMIER: It was adopted by the
Leader of the Opposition. That remark can
well be applied to the Council’s amendment,

Hon. T. Walker: It will be a safeguard.

The PREMIER: But nothing more. 1
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported,
adopted.

and the report

BILL—ANZAC DAY.
Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate from 23rd Augnst.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,.

In Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—*“Anzae Day’’ inserted in cer-
tain sections of the Licensing Aet, 1911:

Mr. LATHAM: T believe it will be
necessary to repeal the Amnzae Day Aect,
1919. In the meantime, however, I hope
the Committee will agres to the amend-
ment T suggest as set out on the Notice
Paper. T propose to strike out Clauses 2, 3
and 4, and to insert a new clause fo stand
a8 Clanse 2, the wording of which appears on
the MNotice Parer. I propose to make Anzae
Day a sacred day. The Bill seeks to alter
the Licenging Act, but that does not go far
enough. It does not propose closing the pie-
ture shows; it will not prevent prize fights,
athletic sports, or other sporting engagements,
It is the wish o° the Returned Soldiers’ Teague
to make the 25th April a sacred day, and 1
hone the Committee will agree to the amend-
ment,

The PREMIER: The amendment to the pro-
posed by the hon. member is taken from the



[21 Noveueer, 1923.]

New Zealand Act whereas the Bill is taken
from the Queensland Act which, I understand,
has worked well. In New Zealand the law
governing the observance of Suaday is very
different from that obtaining in Western Aus-
tralia, where we have the old English Act stifl
in existence. Of course, by custom that Act
hae tallen into disuse; but if we were to legis-
late that Anzac Day be observed strictly -as
8 Sunday, and if the English law were to he
enforced, it might be very inconvenient for a
large number of people. For instance, under
that law the hon. member who has moved the
amendment could be successfully prosecuted
for not having attended church last Sunday.
The law is most stringent. Under it no per-
son shall do any work, drive any horse, or
attend any meeting, other than a religious
meeting, on Sunday, Newspaper boys could
be prosecuted for selling papers on Sunday.
I want Anzac Day to be kept sacred, but it
would be impracticable to observe it as a
Sunday if our existing law governing the ob-
servance of the S8abbath were to be strictly ad-
ministered.

Ljeut.-Col. DENTON: I am surprised
at the Premier. It is hard that we should
have to quibble over the observance of a day
set apart to perpetuate the memory of those
who went away from Australia to uphold the
integrity of their country. All that the re-
turned soldiers want is that a day shall be
kept sacred to the memory of those who fell
for the nation and are now sleeping far from
our shores. Anzac Day should be kept sacred
a8 a day on which we can revere the memory
of those who did so much for us. Surely
it is not too much to ask Parliament to pro-
vide for this! Is this House to go down to
posterity as having said that it cannot give
up one day for the memory of those who
made the great sacrifice?

Hon, P. COLLIER: I quite appreciate the
view expressed by the hon. member who has
just spokem but, after all, there is room for
differenee of opinion as to how far we ought
to legialate on this subjeet. I understand
the clause in the Bill ig similar to the Queens-
land legislation, whereas the proposed
amendment follows the lines of the leg-
islation in New Zealand. Burely no-
body would assert that the people
of Queensland would have less regard for
Anzac Day than would the people of New
Zealand. There is a danger of going too
far in legislating as to what people may or
may not do on Anzae Day.

The Minister for Mines: With the legisla-
tion based largely on sentiment.

Hon, P. COLLIER: We should be care-
ful not to swing back to the old Puritan
days, when every action and expression was
governed by law. To-day nobody would sup-
port that condition of affairs. 1 should pre-
fer to set up in the hearts of the people a
willingness to observe Anzae Day as it ought
to be observed, to do it voluntarily, not by
compulsion. The amendment provides that
Anzac Day shall be observed as a Sunday;
but in some parta of the State Sunday is
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observed as a day of pleasure and of sport.
The goldfields people hold their sporting
events on Suapday.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: The people of the gold-
}i)elds are too broadminded to desecrats Anzac

ay.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The proposed amend-
ment says that Anzae Day shall be observed
as a Sunday, But I take it that does not
mean that all the laws affecting Sunday are
to be strictly enforced om Anzac Day. Does
hot the hon, member mean rather that Anzae
Day shall be ohserved in the ordinary way
that Sunday is observed? I am not parti-
cular as to which provision be carried, but 1
think the Bill mests the situation. I do not
know that the people really require much
com mlsory legislation for their direction as
to how they should spend the day. I will
vote for the clanse as printed.

Mr. CORBOY: I, too, will vote for the
clause as printed, There is not much dif-
ference between the two provisions, but there
is this point: in various parts of the State,
under the official direction of the local branch
of the Returned Soldiers’ League, certain
celehraticns have been held on Anzae Day for
some years past, and if the amendment were
carried it would not be possible to continue
those celebrationa.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: That is not ecorrect.

Mr. CORBOY: It is correct. While I con-
sider the day should be observed in the most
fitting manner possible, I cannot see that any
barm js done by its being observed as it is in
certain centres. The pepple in those centres
are as genuine in their desire to observe tha
day fittingly and in their feelings towards
the fallen eoldiers as are the people in any
other part of the State, and we would not be
doing right if we passed a law to prevent
them from observing Anzac Day as they are
accustomed to do.

Mr. PICKERING: We realise that Anzae
Day calls for the expression of all that is
most noble in our characters. One of the most
fitting ways to observe the day is to have a
parade of school children at the local mem.:
orial.

Capt. Carter:
oriam service?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, so that the trus
gignificance might be impressed upon the ris-
ing generation. There is no law to prevent
the playing of football, ericket, and other
sports on Sunday.

Mr, Latham: Yes, there is.

Mr. PICKERING: Throughout the State
it is not regarded as wrong to devote portion
of Sunday to sport. If we passed the amend-
ment, it is questionable whether we would be
giving effect to the desires of those who sup-
port it. It does mot matier whether we re-
tain the clause or accept the amendment;
either will give effect to the intention behind
the Bill that Anzae Day should be fittingly
observed.

Mr, A. THOMSON: I support the amend-
ment. The Bill will simply require licensed
premises to be closed ard prohibit horse rac-

In other words an in mem-
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ing on Anzac Day. The Leader of the Op-
position prefers voluntary action on the part
of the people, but there is another important
phase. Few of us have not suffered a loss
through the war, and the children should be
trained to revere the memory of the men who
fell in the war. If the amendment be passed
the people will realise it is the wish of the
legislature that Anzac Day be observed to
honour the memory of the fallen.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am opposed to
any attempt to compel the people to honour
the memory of our fallen soldiers. The Bill
practically snys that some people, at any
rate, have refused to pay the honour due to
the fallen and that legislation is necessarvy
to compel them to do so. Such an honour iz
not worth having. Unless our reverence for
the memory of the fallen springs voluntarily
from a sympathetic heart, it will not be
evoked by legislation,

Mr, A. Thomson: The war is not far off
and many have forgotten,

Hon. P, Collier;: Why say many have for-
gotten? That is a gratuitova reflection,

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The last thing the
men that 1ai@ down their lives for their coun-
try would wish is that legislation should be
passed to compel people to revere their mem-
ory. .
Mr. A. Thomson: Why the necessity for
the Bill?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I do not think it is
needed. There are men in the community
who could impress upon the people the duty
they owe to the soldiers by fittingly observ-
ing this day and who could get them to do it
voluntarily. We may compel people to keep
the day as a Sunday, but we caanot compel
them to do honouwr to the men that defended
us. I am tired of so much lip sympathy. It
is time we paid the honour due to the men
that made the supreme sacrifice in our be-
half.

Mr. A, Thomson:
of us do?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: If most people do,
there i3 no necessity for the Bill. Last Anzac
Day there were sports gatherings in the
metrepolitan area to raise funds for soldiers”’
memorials,

Capt. Carter: Do not you think it wounld
improve the tone of the day to stop sports
gatherings?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not kuow
that it would. T speak as one that suffered
through the war, and I feel those related
to me would not desire that people should be
compelled to honour the memory of our
soldiers. JXf Anzaec Day be observed as
Bunday, football and tennis matches will
still be played. An .interstate yacht race
was contested on the Swan River on a Sun-
day. It is the duty of everyone to observe
Anzac Day voluntarily.

Mr. WILSON: I agree that Anzac Day
should be a close day for the diggers and
their dependants, We cannot say too much
for thosc who made the supreme sacrifice,
‘but for the relatives remaining Anzae Day

De not you think most
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is a very mouraful day. In most of the
country towns where there is a soldiers’
memorial, the day is observed by helding a
memorial service. We should retain the day
in memory of the boys and sympathy for
the relatives. I support the idea of making
this a close day if possible, and intend lo
move an amendment on the amendment. I
de not know why English troops should be
specialised, The amendment does not even
say ‘‘British troops.’’ What about the
Scoteh, Irish and Welsh troops? My son
was at the landing at Gallipoli, and my
sister 's only son, who was in a Scotch regi-
ment, was alse there. It is about time we
referred to something that is wuniversal
This word ‘*English’’ palls upon me occa-
sionally, The amendinent should read, ‘‘The
first landing of the British troops.”” We
should have the best of commemoration
days for the boys we sent away.

Mr. TEESDALE: When the member for
North-East Fremantle was dealing with the
question of sentiment he lost sight of the
prometers of sports, from whom no con-
sideration can he expected. I refer to those
gentlemen with the ecauliflower car, who
would seize every opportunity to get a good
rousing house on that day.

Mr. Huoghes: We bave not a decent
pugilist in the State.

Mr. TEESDALE: What has racing done
for the Btate that it should be particular-
ised? Racing is not half so demoralising as
this accursed prize-fighting, and as foot.
ra¢ing, in which so much gambling is done
by hoodlums, . The member for North-East
Fremantle is jumping to the conclusion that
this class of people will appreciate senti-
ment.

Houn, W, C, Angwin: It is not worth hav-
ing if it comes by compulsion.

Mr. TEESDALE: We are leaning on a
rotten stick when we lean on that c¢lass,

Hoa. P. Collier: We shall do some good if
we compel that class to observe the day.

Mr. TEESDALE : By preventing them
from hiring the hall we shall prevent the
assembling of these people. The member
for Yilgarn says that this particular day has
been chosen by returned soldiers for fune-
tions conneeted with their institution. That
is an extraordinary admission. It would
appear that our consideration is wasted, be-
cause there is a diversity of opinion as to
what constitutes the observance of this day.
I want to keep it as sacred as possible. We
owe a duty to those who did not return.
That is not fulfilled by recognising horse-
racing, foot-racing and whippet-racing on
that day.

Mir. Hughes: You would aliow picture
shows?

Mr. TEESDALE: T would not; I would
not allow these greasy Yankee promoters,
who are taking thousands out of the State
every week, to continue to do se om that
day. I would also have Australian films
barred.
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Hon. P. Collier: The amendment will not
stop picture shows on Sunday.

Mr. TEESDALE: The authorities do not
allow Deadwood Dick pictures on that day.
We can safely leave that matter in the
bands of the Colonial Seeretary,

Mrs. COWAN: I support the amendment,
We capnot pay too high a tribute to our
soldiers who have passed on, or too great a
respect to their memory in every way. Many
mothers and other women relatives have had
their hearts wrung by what has occurred on
Anzac Day. They do not take the view that
people are wilfully disregarding it, but that
they forget. The only way to make them
remember is to put something upon our
statnte-book that will constitute an 4deal
for the future. I have always felf it to be
a good thing if sometimes the statutes are a
little ahead of the ideals of the people, be-
eausc the law is there for them to live up
to. If they break the law it cannot be
helped, but it is there for them to follow.
Those who come after, when we have all
passed away, will realise in a more definite
way than they would otherwise do what
this meant to the nation in our day, and to
the fathers and mothers from whom our
soldiers sprung. They will know that we
did realise the extent of the sacrifice, and
did our best to leave behind us something
that would be a mark for all time to canse
people to Tealise the wonderful work that
was done by our soldiers for the whole
world during the dreadful ordeal of war.
That ig why 1 support the amendment. I
want this made by law so sacred a day that
the people will never forget it.

Capt. CARTER: T do not wish to arrogate
to myself, as a returned soldier, any speeial
right to deliver myself upon this question.
I have been pleased to hear what I expected
to hear—the universal expression frem mem-
hers that the observance of Anzac Day should
be placed on a basjs satisfactory to those to
whom it is most dear. The member for
North-East Fremantle can be placed amongst
those who deserve of the best in any expres-
sion of opinion as te hic patriotism or interest
in those who went to scrve the Empire. But
I cannct agrec with him when he says that
legislation is mot needed to obtain a proper
observance of Anzac Day. Our ecivilisation
i3 such that it may be said there is no neces-
sity to plave upon our statute-book any law to
preserve life, hut we frequently find it neces-
sary to enforce the law in this respect. He also
says we cannot compel people to pay homage
when they do not feel it in their hearts. T do
not wish to impress upen people the necessity
to pay that homage when such a thing does
not arise in their hearts. There is a big
element in the community whe love to think
of the day as one of commemoration for those
who paid the supreme saerifice. In their in-
terests we should make it possible for Anzac
Day to be observed in such a way as wonld
most fit in with the peeuliar sense of duty
held by these people towards it. We have
never had a properly educated public on this
question. It is only 12 months ago that Anzae
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Day was made a universal day of mourning
or commemoration, We have even had the
sorry speetacle of the day being desecrated
in this State, Just as the Sabbath Day is
desecrated, so will Anzac Day be desecrated
unless the law is enforeced. Because Sunday
picture shows have become a habit in this
State, that should not be taken to mean that
they ¢an be shown om Anzac Day. I feel
sure members do not desire to impress upor
the people by statute the task of paying hom-
age to Anzac Day, or to foree them {o do
henour to those that have fallen. However,
in order to give an opportunity to that great
majority of our people—X believe it is the
great majority—who still find it in their
hearts to do homage to the fallen, we should
preserve tho day to them. The Bill restriets
horse racing and the sale of liquor in regard
to Anzac Day. In view of what has been wit-
nessed on past Anzac Days those two re-
forms may be described as laudable. But if
horse racing is stopped other professional
sports should also be stopped; otherwise the
only effect will be to let those other sports
score by the restriction of horse racing. With
regard to the amendment, I do not know that
it is legal to hold a prize-fight or a football
mateh on a Sunday.

The Minister for Mines: It ia not illegal.

Capt. CARTER: S8imply because no prose-
cutions are undertaken. I ask that Anzae
Day should be made sacred for the sake of
those who desire to go to church on that day.
The statute compelling ¢hurch attendance on
Sunday, whiech was quoted by the FPremier, is
utterly obsolete. Therefore it cannot affect
the operation of this Bill.

The Premicr: In that case we can do
nothing.

The Minister Tor Mines: Wounld you canse
railway men and tramway men to work om
Anzae Day?

Capt CARTER: I suppose that so long as
we have a community constituted as ours is
to-dlay, we shall have demands on public
utilities whieh will render it necessary for
some men to work at all times—for instance,
in order that people may be able to go to
church, T fail to see that the Bill will affect
that position. The sugpgestion has been made
that the nearest Sunday to Anzae Day showld
be taken. In recent awards of the Arbitra-
tion Court Anzac Day is included in the list
of paid holidays. )

Mr. Munzie: Yo private emplovee will be
paidl for Anzac Day if he docs mot work on
that day.

Capt. CARTER: Many private employees
are now being paid for the holiday on Anzae
Day.

Mr. Wilsen: Coal miners are never paid
for holidays, not for a single one. .

Capt. CARTER: The spirit of the Bill, as
reflected in the speeches delivered to-night,
is that we should fall into line with New Zea-
land and Queensland. Western Australia has
never been, and [ hope never will be, behind
in any mafter of national importance. I sup-
port the proposal of the member for York.
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The PREMIER: I do not think we cen
compel people to show respect for any day
unless they wish to do so. Certainly I have
no wish to compel anyone by legislation to
" pay respect to Anzac Day. What we wish to
effect by the Bill is that no ome shall inter-
fere with the proper observance of Anzac
Day by other people. As regards the amend-
ment, if Anzac Day is to be observed as a
Sunday, there is a statute covering the posi-
tion. If we carry the amendment, the first
law to be applied under it will be that any-
one can inform against a tramsgressor.

Mr, Latham: That can be done to-day on
every Sunday, but it is pot done.

The PREMIER: By passing the amend-
ment we shall be re-enacting that old law.
If the old law applied to-day, I could inform
against members for not going to ehurch on
Sunday. The amendment provides against
the running of trains on Anzac Day, againat
work of any kind on that day. By earrying
the amendient we shall land ourselves in seri-
our trouble. Let me point out that the amend-
ment does not provide any penalty for an
offence.

Mr. Latham: I propose to put that in.

The PREMIER: An offence against the
emendment would be a misdemeanour neces-
gitating trial before a jury, and rendering the
offender liable to imprisonment for a year.
We ought to know what the resulta of pass-
ing the amendment will be. I am as anxious
as anyone to have Anzae Day observed as a
sacred day. The mer who wore conseription
badges should be the first to endeavour to
see that reverence is shown for the greatest
of all the days that we have lived through.
But I do ask the Committee to be reasonable.
The Bill as introduced will do everything
that is necessary. At any rate, it will do all
that will be done under the amendment, al-
though tbe amendment goes so much farther
than the Bill.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: You have not dong
much for the ‘‘wingies’’ and ‘‘stumpies,’’
though.

The PREMIER: I have done a little more
than most people for the soldiers, and 1 desire
to do more for them by this Bill. Let us
bave legislation that eam be administered,
If the amendment is earried, the measure can-
not be applied. I venture to say the mover
of the amendment would be the last to desire
to have it applied. Sunday observance has
fallen into disuse, but if the amendment were
carried and I were to inform against the mem-
ber for West Perth for not going fo chureh,
any bench would have to impose a penalty
on her.

Mr. J. THOMSON: I am sorry to oppose
my returned soldier colleagues, 1 shall vote
against the amendment moved by the member
for York,

Mr. Wilson: You have twisted, Jock!

Mr. J. THOMSON: I have not. I agree
with the member for North-East Fremantle
that unless we ean carry out what we desire, as
in France, we will not properly commemorate
the memory of men who will never come back.
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A few monthe ago 1 was iu France. In the
town of Hazebrouck a meeting was held in
memory of the men who left that town and
who fell during the war,

Mr., Latham: Have you seen the Freneh
legislation on that point?

Mr, J. THOMSON: That is how the eom-
memoration should be observed here. I have
as much sympathy as anyone else for the men
who fell, and I am certain the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition have just as
much aympathy, too.

Capt. Carter: That has not been questioned.

Mr. J. THOMSON: If the Bill is to be
agreed to, it should be without all this talk
of commemorating the memory of those who
have fallen. To my mind it is all humbug.

Mr., LATHAM: The Premier has led the
Committee to believe that the amendment will
have the effeet of re-enacting an old Act deal-
ing with the sabbath, While I am not a legal
man, I think that Act could be brought into
torce to-morrow if desired.

The Minister for Mines: That is admitted.

Mr. LATHAM: To-day we could compel
people to go to chureh. The point is that sueh
things are uot done and ordinary common
sense is used. 1f the amendment were agreed
to, common sense would be used in giving
effect to it. T believe it is still possible to
bhang a man for stealing a sheep.

Mr, Wilaon: In Secotland people were not
allowed to whistle on Sundays.

My, LATHAM: The amendment will not
re-gnaet any legislation at all. It merely says,
if read intelligently, that Anzae Day shall be
observed as Sunday is observed to-day.

Mr. Harrison: But you said the Act was a
dead letter.

Mr, LATHAM: I did not.

The Colonial Secretary: But you know it
is.
Mr. LATHAM: It is not a dead letter; the
old Act is not used beeause we have out-
grown those early methods,

Mr. Harrison: It iz not observed, soc what
is the difference? :

Mr. LATHAM: It can be obaérved if re-
quired. Al that will happen, if the amend-
ment be agreed to, is that we will observe
the day as we observe Saundays now, with the
exception that I hope the Colonial Secrefary
will not grant authority to people to run pic-
ture shows on Anzac Day. The amendment is
beautifully worded and I cannot see why any,
exception is taken to it. The Bill merely pro-
vides a series of amendments to the Licensing
Act and does not make edifying reading in
snch a measure.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I press the
point that the hon. member himself is not clear
regarding his own amendment. He desires an
amendment that he himself will interpret from
time to time. That is not possible.

Mr. Latham: I have not suggested that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 have been
waiting for the member for York to explain
what he means by ‘‘Sunday observance.’’
That can only be in accordance with an exist-
ing statute.
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Mr. Latham: And with custom. -

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The only
statnie governing the Sabbath is an Imperial
one, and is applied in the direction explained
by the Premier. What does the member for
York wapnt? He stated that he wanted Anzae
Day observed as Bunday is observed to-day.
In the same sentence he said he hoped the
Coloninl Secretary would not graint permission
for picture shows and so on. In some places
football matches are played on Sunday; in
others, cricket, tennis and so on. The
objection by an individual to any one
of those pgames might be as sirong
as it would be against horse racing. The
result would be that a person could lay &
charge against his neighbour under the
Imperial Act.

Hon. P. Collier: It would resolve itself
ioto a matter of taste.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What the
member for York must appreciate is that
if the amendment be agreed to, there will
be the danger of placing the Imperial Act
within the grasp of every individual.

Capt. Carter: Why does not the mention
of Sunday in the Licensing Act not bring
the Imperial Aet into force?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Beeanse
the Licensing Act merely says what shall,
or shaull not, be done on Sundays. It does
not preseribe the observance of the sabbath,

but merely to the extent that hotels shall

not open.

Hor. P, Collier: At the same time it per-
mita anyone to go 20 miles away and get as
much liquor as he iikes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Does the
member for York say that on such a day it
should be illegal to engage a charabanc and
go for a picnic?

Mr. Latham: It sbould be observed ex-
actly as we do our Sundays.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And the
hon. member is to interpret that for him-

. self. That cannot be allowed and the hon.

member must realise that the effect will be
to revive this old Tmperial Act, and so, per-
hzps, enable a relative of a returned soldier
to take action against his neighbour.

Capt. Carter: Why does it not apply in
New Zealandd .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Because
New Zealand has a Sunday Observance Aet.

Capt. Carter: The hon. member says that
is not so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If there
are sports to which objection is taken, let
them be specified in a schedule to the Bill.

Hon, T. WALKER: I appreciate the in-
tention and desire of the member for York
but I must uphold the soundness of the
views expressed by the Premier and the
Minister for Mines from the legal point of
view. It would be all right so long as we
did not approach the court on the question
as to what was Sunday observance. The
law courts wouid be obliged to go back to
the old Imperial Act which governs tho
observance of the sabbath, and that could
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be done to-day. In other States of the
Commonwealth pot long ago the old West-
minister Aquarium Act was put into opera-
tion for the progsecution of men who
delivered speeches on the Sabbath, And it
was held that that law could be put inte
operation. Suppose there were a breach of
the proposed law preseribing that Amnzac
Day should be observed as a Sunday, and it
came to the court for decision as to what
was Sunday observance in the interpretation
of the existing law. The courts would go
back to the law, of Charles the Second, in
1677, taken over and not repealed in our
own State. That law, as the Premier has
shown, iz most stringent in its provision.

Mr. Latham: But that applies to every
Sunday now. .

Hon, T. WALEKER: That iz so, but see
what the hon, member is raising up! Under
that law all persons are to repair to the
church on that day and to exercise them-
selves in the duties of piety and trus
religion. In that law there ie only one
chureh, not half a dozen churches; one true
religion, not several true religions. By the
proposed amendment we are to revive that
Act and bring it once more into operation.
Sunday, of course, can be observed piously
without ome being altogether mournful on
that day. How Sunday was observed by the
Scotech contemporsneously with the Act of
Charles the Becond we are informed by
Buckle in his ‘‘History of Civilisation,’’
We read— :

It was a sin to go from one town to
another on Sunday, however pleasant the
business might be; it was a sin to visit
your friend on a Sunday, it was likewise
sinful either to have your garden watered
or your beard eghaved. Such things were
not to be tolerated ir a Christian land.
No one on a Sunday should pay attention
to bis health or think of his body at all,
On that day horse exercise was sinful, 80
was walking in the fields or in the meadows
or in the street, or enjoying the fine weather
by sitting at the door of your house. To go
to sleep on Sunday before the duties of
the day were over was alao sinful,

The Minister for Mines: Little wonder
the Premier is against it!

[Myr. Stubbs took the Chair.]

Hon. T. WALKER :
tinues—

Bathing, being pleasant as well as whola-

some, was a particularly grievous offence,

and no man could be allowed to swim on

Sunday.

The Minister for Mines: Then if he fell
in the river on Sunday it would be his duty
to drown!

Hon, T. WALEKER: That was the custom-
ary observance in those days of Sunday, and
the hon. member by his amendment would re-
suscitate that. The motive iz excellent, but
the whole scope acd purpose of the Bill is
secured by the Bill itself, It certainly puts

The passage con-
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Anzae Day on a par with Sunday in respect
of closing the chief sources of evil, the public
bouses and places of that kind, and also pre-
cludes the hilarity that may be associated with
sports, especially horse racing.

Alr. Latham: Horse racing alone is men-
tioned.

The Minister for Mines: You can include
other sports,

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes. But to revive
an Aect of the 17th century and have the de-
finitien put in the language of the Secotech of
the 17th century, would be dercgatory to our
gsense of development and improvement and
progress.

Hop. M. ¥. Troy: And te our sense of
humour.

Hon. T. WALKER: I trust the hon. mem-
ber will not insist upon the wording of the
amendment.

Mr. A, Thomson: Is it not time that funny
old Act were repealed?

Hon. T. WALKER: Maybe, but it is not
repealed, and the Bill proposes, not to repeal
it, but to revive it. That is the danger of
the amendment.

Mr. DURACK: We are all desirous that a
day should be dedicated to the memory of the
fallen soldiers. I de not altogether like the
clause, I rarely go fo races, but I do not
see why races should be singled out as the
one form of sport to be debarred on Amnzae
Day. In the minds of everybody there is the
acceptance that there is something sanetified
about Sunday. With all due regard to the
legal opinion that the amendment will revive
the ancient law, I do not think it is at all
likely. It would be interesting to see an
attempt made to apply that Jaw of Charles the
Second in the direction indicated by the mem-
ber for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker), and to
note what the cficet would be an the people.
Nothing hetter could be done to conseerate
the memory of our fallen soldiers than to
bave Anzac Day ussociated with Sunday.
Sinece the dawn of Christianity, Sunday has
been recognised as sn exeeptional day.

Hon. P. Collier: And it has been cbserved
in different ways in different countries.

My, DURACK: If we have Anzac Day
observed as a Sunday, it will be paying a
fitting tribute to the memory of our soldiers.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not going to withdraw
the amendment. 1 cannot believe that we are
not already administering the existing law as
far as necessity entitles us to do. The amend-
ment, if earried, cannot possibly have an ill
effeet.

The Minister for Mines: How are you go-
ing to apply it?

Mr. LATHAM: We will have a try.

The Minister for Mines: What do you
mean by ‘‘Sunday observance’’}

Me. LATHAM: That we should ohserve
Anzac Day as we now observe Sunday.

Hon. P. Collier: But ‘‘observance’’ means
nbservance according to the Statute.

Mr. LATHAM: I quite agree. I under-
stand 'that even to-day, if I were to catch the
member for Kanowna walking down the street
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on a Sunday, I could lay a charge against
him, :

Hon. P. Collier: That is what you wani to
revive,

Mr. LATHAM: Not to revive; it exists to-
day. Only a short time agoe in New South
Wales a man was fined l1s. for doing some
work on a Sunday. T will vote against the
clause.

Clause put and passed,
Clauses 3 and 4-—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

MOTION—SBANDALWOQOD, AMENDED
REGULATIONS,

To Disallow.

Debate resumed from the
on the following motion by
lier—

That the amended regulations under the
Forests Act, 1018, published in the ‘*Gor- «
ernment Gazelte’’ of Tuesday, the 30th
October, and Iluid upon the Table of the
Legislative Assembly on the same day, be
disallowed.

7th November
Hon, P, Col-

The MINISTER FOR MINES {(Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany) [9.17]: I do not propose
at this stage to endeavour to explain the whole
position that led up to the regulations recently
placed on the Table of the House, except to
say that members are aware we bhave been
trying for some time to devise means to ob-
fain some stability in the taking of sandal-
wood from our forests and marketing it in
other parts of the world. It must be borne
in mind there are three parties interested—the
State as the owners of the forests in which

the sandalwood grows; the puller, who
obtains the sandalwood; and the trader, -
who puts it on the market. The only

persons that so far have benefited to any ex-
tent from the production and taking of the
many thousands of tons of sandalwood from
Western Australia are the traders, and through
the traders, the Chinamen. I do not propose
to again traverse the ground I previously cov-
ered in explaining the Government proposals
and why it was necessary to endeavour to
stabilise the industry. When it was proposed
to do this by issuing a single permit to one
trader under such conditions as would protect
the men engaged in the indusiry by ensuring
them a certain price much in excess of any-
thing they had previously obtained, together
with an increased royalty to the State, based
upon tenders received, it was held by a ma-
jority of one that the course proposed by the
Government was the correct one. The Gov-
ernment, however, did nol proceed in that
way, and the Leader of the Opposition, by the
motion now under consideration, has taken ex-
ception to the Government not standing to
their guns. The hon. member knows
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that Governments do not act on all
matters in a direction which may mnot
be acceptable to members, even though
they have sufficient support for their pro-
posals for the time being. Although the Gov-
ernment proposals were endorsed by a ma-
jority of members, if other means could be
found by vhich similar results could be ob-
tained, following on the objections voiced in
this House, the Government were justified in
adopting them., The only alteration actually
made in the amended regulations is that in.
stead of issuing a permit to one firm to trade
in sandalwood for eXport purposes—I am ex-
cluding the North-West—we have decided at
the request of a number of members who op-
posed the previous proposals, including the
member for South Fremantle, that those
traders at present in the industry should be
permitted to continue. Still it was found es-
sential to take some control in order to stabil-
ise the industry to the point that it could pay
the royalty demanded as well as the amount
prescribed for the getter. Lf members study
the question they will find that for years the
price paid for sandalwood has varied largely
aceording to the eonditions of the exchange
market in China. Whenever the exehange
rate was favourable to the Chinaman, he pur-
chased heavily; whenever it was to his ad-
vantage to lighten his purchases owing to the
exchange being against him, he did so. Thus
the trader was often placed in the position ot
purchasing on a falling market and holding
against a future rige, Quite a number of men
that went into the business have gone out of
it, and others in it have been able to carry on
only by assistance rendered by eompefing firms
or other people. On no occasion has the price
paid to the getter been satisfactory, exeept
during a short peried after the war when
the exchange rose to an abnormal figure. The
conditions under which the getters live are
as bad as can possibly be imagined. They
are living 80 or 100 miles from the railway
syatem.

Hon. W. C. Angwin drew attention to the
state of the House.

Hon. P. Collier: 8Six on the Government
side and not one of the official Country Party
present.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The con-
ditions under which the pullers live in the
more remote parts of the State where sandal-
wood is taken are anything but satisfaetory.
They have to live on tinned dog and only in-
frequently visit towns for supplies. They
depend upon teams to carry supplies to them
and altogether they live under very bad con-
ditions. This should not be so when we are
producing a eommodity we do mot require
and producing about 90 per eent. of China’s
consumption. Therefore, we should be able
to devise means to compel the users of this
wood to pay at least a fair price to the men
obtaining it, as well as provide a fair re-
torn to the State producing it. Naturally
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production bclongs to the community as a
whole. On the first proposals submitied by
the Government, mewbers differed. It was
not until we had proceded to the extent of
receiving tenders that anyone in the State,
exvept perhaps one or two of the traders,
had the remotest idea what could be paid for
sandalwood vnder a system of control. In my
wildest dreams I mever thought we eounld ob-
tain anything like £16 per ton f.o.r. Fre-
mantle for the getter and £9 per ton royalty
for the Government. It was due to our calling
tenders that we were able to impose those
rates. Because of the objections raised, par-
ticularly the objection to putting anyome out
of business, the Government sought another
method by which the getter as well as the
State could be protected. To our new pro-
posals the Leader of the Opposition takes
exception. Instead of granting a permit to
one firm, we have granted a license to each
of the firms engaged in the trade, and
have aillocated the quantity that each
firm may fake each year. I suppose all
of them are dissatisfied. Naturally they
would be, because they are paying a
much higher price, are still to a cer-
tain extent in competition ome with the
other, and are paying = higher royalty, and
this on 2 reduced turnover. The point is that
if we were going fo get this price for the
poller and this royalty for the State, we had
to devise means whereby China would not
secura more than her requirements in any
one year. The Leader of the Opposition con-
tends that if we _proceed on those lines, we
should permit the traders to carry on as be-
fore. That sounds all right and it may ap-
pear right in theory, but it will not work out
in practice. If the traders were allowed to
trade freely, they would not do business at
all at the moment, because of the hnge stocks
of sandalwood they have obtained at a roy-
alty of only £2 a ton and a price of £12 to
the getter—£14 as against the £25 they would
bave to pay in the next 12 months or two
years. Thus they would profit to the extent
of £11 per ton by disposing of the existing
stock and doing nothing, No trader would
deliberately lay out his capital upon what he
had to pay interest for the next 12 months
when he could obtain capital on which he
eould earn interest. The getter, on the other
hand, would be tied up for 12 months or two
years. To avoid diffieulty, the traders were
given fair warning. We told them they must
take a minimum quantity, though we re-
stricted them to a maximum so that there
should be no cessation of operations. We
did not want to see the getters driven out of
the business or driven to making econtracts
under the lap at a reduced rate in order to
secure a living. Therefore, we stipulated thaw
the traders should take a minimum of 5,000
tons a year, and that quantity was distri-
buted amongst the several traders on the
basis of their previous operations. On that
understanding the whole of the traders were
permitted to continue. But one particular
firm have been raising Cain; I refer to the
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Sandalwoeod Co-operative Company of which
John Stewart is chairman of dircetors. He
hze rajsed Cain right along the line, and he
iz more sore to-day Beeause of the change of
policy. He introduced a rather extraordin-
ary method of tendering by offering 5s. per
ton more than any other bona fide tenderer.
He is the gentleman that puts huge adver-
tizsements in the newspapers. I have not yet
heard of anyone that considered his method
of tendering a moral one,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Another man put in
two tenders.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But this
wai John Stewart’s third tender. In any
case, each tenderer put in a separate tender
with a definite price. The other tender of 5s.
above anyome else’s was absolutely absurd.
John Btewart now finda that because he has
linked up with the Sandalwood Co-operative
Company his individual interest has shrunk
in comsequence of the new arrangement. If
he had got the whole of the trade his interest
would of course have increased. Ag things
have turned out, his interest has been re-
duced, because he is only one of a number who
claim to be operating under the Co-operative
Company, TUnfortunately the opinion exists
that onee a thing is labelled as co-operative
it must be co-operative. My understanding
of co-operative trading is that, under normal
conditions, it is carried on in such a way that
all the profits that are made are divided pro
rata amongst those who go to make up the
organisation. That is not proposed by this
company. It is an ordinary trading company
with the right to make big profits, and dis-
tribute them in the way of dividends. They
claim that the will distribute the profits by
way of bhonuses. They have said to the
sandalwood getter, ‘‘ You take a few shares,
and we will deduet the money from the price
we pay you for the wood.’’ The organisation
is then boomed as a eo-operative company.
This comparny had issued 10,900 shares. Of
these 10,700 went to previous traders such as
Joyee & Watkins, John Stewart, Pilgrim, and
others. I think about 250 shares went to
another merchant in Boulder, known as Ford.
Provision is made that 500 shares must be
held, which no getter could possibly hoald,
before the holder has a right to sit on the
board of directors. The articles of associa-
tion also provide that shares can be distri-
buted as freely as is desired without any pay-
ment for services rendered. These people,
however, pose as being a co-operative coneern
established in the interests of the sandalwood
getter, What interest the getter could get
out of a co-operative company of this sort, I
fail to see. All that the getters were allotted
were 200 odd shares, as against 10,700 held
by the others who made up the company.
From the time when tenders were called no
member of the Government hasg taken up any
other attitude than would be taken up with
respect to any tender that might be called on
bebalf of any Government department. Al
along the line I have ingisted@ that the tendera
should be called, and opened by the officera
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of the department; that they should be con-
sidered by the Government officials, who would
make a recommendation on every point in
connection with them, The files show con-
clugively that on no oceasion have the Govern-
ment issued any other direction to the officers
than that setting out the poliey. We have all
seen the glaring advertisements in the papers
and read of the bonuses the puilers are
getting. These advertisements always appear
when it i8 anticipated there will be a discus-
gion in the House. Of course, this was not
done to influence members,  Stewart would
claim that it was done in the interests of the
sandalwood puller, and no one else. The
Conservator of Forests recommended that we
gshould have control o the extent of declaring
that at least 5,000 tons shall be taken annu-
ally on a pro rata basis, to ensure regularity
of employment to the getters. A maximum
output was also laid down. It was also ars
ranged that this pro rata allotment should be
made on the basis of the {rade done over a
period of years by the firms remainiug in the
business. Without any directiona whatever
the Conservator adopted the perioed of 12
years. First of all he thought of five years,
but then came to the conclusion that this waa
too short a period. The last five years have
not been normal in the sandalwood trade.

He then took ten years, This, however,
covered the period of the war. This
was before he had secured any figures
regarding the trade. He finally decided

to take the 12-year period, which covered two
years before the war, the five years of war,
and the five years of trade sinee the war.
The last man to supply the trade figures waa
the man who has growled the most, namely,
John Stewart. The others supplied the infor-
mation without difficulty, Stewart, on behalf
of the new firm, which came into existence
largely with the object of securing a mono-
poly, then complained that their interests had
not been properly attended to, and that more
attention had been paid to other firms than
his. He was so concerned about the equity
of the matter that he claimed, because there
were soma 200 shares held by sandalwood
pullers, he should have been given at least a
minimum of 300 tons a month out of the
5,000 tons a year. This gentleman, therefore,
wanted something in the nature of a mono-
paly, for he wanted 3,600 tons a year out of
s minimum of 5,000 tons, leaving a miserable
1,400 tons for the other people who had been
trading for years while Stewart was silent.
This is the man who publishes s0 much about
unfair and inequitable dealing. Some of the
letters on the file disclose his impudence in
connection with the matter. His attitude was
tantamount to saying that the Conservator
was a linr. He said that he or someene else
connected with his firm discussed the matter
in the Conservator’s office. He c¢laimed that
the Conservator had said something which the
Congervator denied. He then admitted that
on one point be was mnot quite certain, but
that he was quite certain on the other point,
In view of his attitude we would have been
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justifiel in saying we would not deal with
him, that we could get suficient from the cut-
ter, and would not be humbugged by him any
longer, If we had acted as a private concern
we would have takem that course of actiom,
and would have considered him no longer.
Instead of doing that the Conservator dia-
cusged the matter with him, and put forward
a definite recommendation for what he con-
sidered to be a fair distribution. There may
be other means of dealing with this question,
and I have tried to think them out. I could
not at the moment see how it was possible,
and T am doubtful +bout it now, whether thia
will operate successfully over a peried of
years. I am nervous as to whether it will
not be found that so many inroads will be
made in the method of trading that there
will be some operations econdueted under the
lap. BSome of the firms may go to the
starving getters and compel them to take less
than the regulations provide. I hope that
whoever wmay Be in charge of this business
will ingist that if there is any sharp
practice of this sort the persons con-
cerned shall be excluded from any further
license. These people say they have plenty
of money to carry on with, Let them
earry on.  They ought to be able to pay
£25 a ton as they deeclared they could pay
in their tender. For this period the market
will be stabilised. A fair price to the puller
will be guaranteed for his labour, and the
State will get a fair retnrn for the com-
modity that has in the past been going too
cheaply. This comprises the whole of the
regulations. Another question has arisen in
regard to sandalwood oil. I have the great-
est sympathy for the local distillers of oil
for export. We ought to encourage the in-
dustry. Under this regulation we have
adopted a2 method by which not only will
the distillers get consideration, but the
sandalwood puller will also get extra con-
sideration heyund that which he has hitherto
received. He will now pull the tree, roots
and all, and, without more than disturbing
the dirt from the roots, cut nis tree as be-
fore, clean it and sell it for export purposes.
The balance of the roots, without being
cleaned, will be thrown into trncks, and for
this he will receive about £14 a ton, less
railuge. This will work out at about £13 10a.
a ton for roots for which previously the
getter received very little. We shall then
obtain an assured market for the roots. In-
deed, I am afraid the supply may be in-
sufficicnt for the distillers, We have made
it a part of the license that for the purpose
of il distillation the merchants shall take
the roots at the point at which we declare they
ghall be delivered. They shall only take a
small amount to recoup them for the ad-
ministration costs in the handling of the
commodity, and they shall make no profit
out of the roots used for distillation pur-
poses. We are asking a paltry 53 a
ton royalty., We arc also told that a cer-
tain amount of sandalwood will be required,
that is the better part of the sandalwoed,
to make up the quantity necessary for oil
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distillation within the State. We have
decided that on that wood a royalty not
exceeding £1 a ton shall be paid. Our whole
idea is to get a fair return from the sandal-
wood sent out of the State o people who
cannot get it elsewhere. Every action
possible has been taken to protect the dis-
tillation industry. If we bave failed in any
point we are prepared to reconsider the
matter, and to give that consideration to
the industry to which it is entitled. We
kope to be able to gei the distillers to take
a quantity each year from the North-West,
so that the amouant that is now taken from
that source will continue to be taken, It
hag been said that the Government were not
concerned about the interests of the cutter.
The mosat serious complaint is on the part
of the pullers in the North-West that the
same provisions do not apply to them. They
say, ‘‘Why should we be exempt? why
should someone else be able to get wood
for distillation purposes at £14 a ton, when
wa could get £25 if we exported?’’ As it
happens, these people and the State will get
the full advantage of the regulations. We
have told the traders that these conditions
shall prevail for five years, but the license
will oaly be issued as from quarter to
quarter, or some other short period. It is
proposed to give this a trial for five years,
If the trade takes the maximum outpuat
during that period, the State will receive
£9 a ton royalty on the entire owtput. Our
forests will not be depleted any faster than
kas been the case during the past two and
a half years, The trade has been taking
wood as rapidly as it could be handled n
order to make big profits and to avoid what
they knew would have to come eventually.
Bven if this is not all that members would
wish, it ia an effort in the direction of get-
ting for the cutter and the State a fair
retern from that commeodity which China
must have. If it fails through the condi-
tions prevailing, through traders not being
able to compete, then the matter will have
to be reconsidered. No definite period is
aliotted. If the project fails through other
reasons, the whole scheme can be revised.
But it is well that we should fnalise this
matter, and let the traders know how they
will operate and the pullers know how they,
too, will operate. Under the present pro-
posal the State and the getter will be in an
infinitely better position thanm was possible
under the previous comditioms.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-Edst I're-
mantle) [9.47}: I have listened attentively
to the Minister, and I regret very much that
a pood deal of his statement econsisted of
abuse of the co-operative company.

The Minister for Mines: Have I not had
sbuse from them?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That does not mat-
ter.

The Minister for Mines: Doesn’t it matter?
I do pot sit down under that sort of thing.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Only one inference
can be drawn from the Minister’s statement,



1568

and it is that those who are taking actiom in
this matter of sandalwoed are doing so in the
interests of John Stewart.

The Minister for Mines: I take exegption
to that. I have never said such a thing, either
by direct statement or hy inference.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the Minister desire
that the statement be withdrawn?

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the member for
North-East Fremantle withdraw the state-
ment?

Hov. W, C. ANGWIKN: I will withdraw it,
but I can oniy say that that is the way the
matter appears to me.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not have any reservation in his withdrawal,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 withdraw the
statement. Who or what the people are that
have been opposing the Government’s proposal
has nothing fo do with us. Whether they are
a properly constituted company or not doees
not affect the question in the least. As for
John Stewart, though he is in Dusiness at
Fremantle, I have not spoken to him on the
question of sandalwood since that question
was brought up here some years age by a
former member for Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for Mines: I have not sug-
gested it.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: But I want that
clearly understood. I believe in open trading.
I believe in all persons being placed on an
equality as regards trading.

The Minister for Mines: We could not pos-
sibly do it.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: We have to find
out first that it cannot be dome. The Minister
has not yet shown that. The argument on this
gide of the House is that there should be pro-
teetion of the pgetter in regard to price and
protection of the State in regard to royalty.
But no matter who wants to po into the
business, every one must be placed on an
equality. Under the regulations which have
been made, however, that is a matter of im-
possibility. Therefore I am justified in lodg-
ing a protest against any persons being pro-
hibited from ecarrying on any line of business
here. With regard to ceriain matters placed
on the file by John Stewart, the Minister said
there was sufficient for the department to
declare that they would take no further action
gso far as John Stewart was concerned, but
would strike him out altogether. The Min-
ister said further, ‘*If we had been a private
firm, it would have been dome.’’

The Minister for Mines: What I said was,
“*If it had been a private coneern, that would
have been done.’”?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That may be so,
but I wish the Minister to realise the differ-
encé between a private comcern and a public
¢oncern.

The Minister for Mines: 1 have done that,

Hon. W. G ANGWIN: I want the Minister
to realise that it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to look after the rights of the whole of
the citizens, and to see that every citizen re-
ceives that protection which the Government
should extend to him. It is the Government’s
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duty to see that there shall not be preference
to one citizen over another. The Government
are not o private concern but a publi¢ con-
cern, and a4 public concern cannot take such
action as some of us would sometimes like to
take regarding a public matter. We have to
deal with this matter as it presents itself to
us from a public point of view. It is a publie
right that all persons shall be on an equality.
The Minister has stated how the allotment of
trade was made. The Conservator of Forests
first had difficulty in fixing a term of years,
Originally he thought five years would be
gufficient. After considering the matter fur-
ther, he concluded that the five years had
becn abnormal in point of demand, that there
had been & rush during those five years. Then
he decided to take 10 years. But that brought
bim Dback into war time, when conditions were
also abnormal. He could not, on the basis
of the abnormal conditions of the war period,
fix the right allotment to each person. Then
the Conservator said, ‘I will take 12 years.’’
Had he gone on longer Le would, I suppose,
have got back to the days of Adam.

The Premnier: But pecple did not bura san-
dalwoed then.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minizter also
gaid that John Stewart had made a mistake.
He said that John Stewart had found ke had
lost something through forming the co-opera-
tive company. The Minister said that the
conditions which would have prevailed if John
Stewart had not been in that company would
have given the company a greater percentage.
I do not know that that applies at all.

The Minister for Mines: Why should it
not applyt

Hon, W. C, ANGWIXN: Two of the persons
in the list have never been in the sandalwoed
business at all, except as servants of a com-
pany.

The Minister for Mines: By way of per-
centage of interest

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Then surely John
Stewart had a percentage of interest in the
trade he had done privately.

The Minister for Mines: But his individval
interests have been reduced.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: But the percentage
is given not to any individual but to a com-
pany. The whole quantity of sandalwood John
Stewart had dealt in during the 12 years
should eonjointly have been taken into consid-
eration.

The Minister for Mines: It has been.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister did
not argue that way. The Minister said John
Stewart found he had lost something through
the formation of the company.

The Minister for Mines: But only as a part-
ner.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If what the Min-
ister now says is correct, and the whole of
John Stewart’s previous requirements were
taken into congideration, he cannot have lost
anything.

The Minister for Mines: He decided to
join up his interest with a definite percentage
of shares in a company. If he had continued
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as an individual, as he was before, he would
have done better.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: But that is a very
poor argument.

The Minister for Mines: It is true,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If T were going to
join in a company with the Minister, and
if I were doing a certain amount of trade,
and the Minister took 500 shares and I took
only 10 shares, and there were only 510
shares in the company altogether, and then
if I had been doing & greater business pre-
viously than the Minister, though now find-
ing it to my advantage to join with him, in
such circumstances the whole of my re-
quirements previously should be taken into
consideration, amd the allotment to me
ghould not be on the basis of the shares.

The Minister for Mines: I am not argu-
ing on those lines at all.

Hou, W. ., ANGWIN: If that is the posi-
tion, it shows that John Stewart bas lost
something by reason of the number of
shares he took in the company. What should
have been taken into consideration is not
the number of his shares in the ¢ompany,
but the quantity of sandalwood he handled
prior to the allotment, right through the
past 12 years. With regard to the allot-
ments which have been made, we now find
that one firm have practically a monopoly;
623, per cent. and 2% per cent, or a total
of 65 per cent.

The Minister for Mines; That is not fair.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I shall explain the
matter.
nected with the other firm have got 214
per cent., which bas been taken out of the
65 per cent. The firm, had they stood as
they were, would have received 65 per cent.
of the whole demand, so far as the Govern-
ment intend to have sandalwood cut in the
State. My opposition on this sandalwood
question is due to the fact that the Govern-
ment's proposal entirely does away with the
right of private trading on the part of the
general publie, that it places a restrietion on
those engaged in the trade,

The Minister for Mines: We have to do
that. You yourself have taken action
against people desirous of establishing
hotels in your distriet.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No.

The Minister for Alines: Yes, you have.
I bave heard you say so.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Thai is not the
point at all. The people of the district as
a whole objected, in the general public in-
terest, to having an hotel established in
their midst, The action to which the Min-
ister refers was taken by a large number of
people.

The Minister for Mines: That does mnot
alter the fact that it was taken,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I krow it was
taken,

“The Minister for Mines: Quite a number
of hotels have been closed recently.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: That s true. A
nomber of people have engaged in the

Those who were previously con- -
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sandalwood trade, and as the years went by
have withdrawn from it because they did
not find it suitable or becanse they found
it unprofitable, Their shipments might not
have been of gsufficient size to make the
trade a profitable undertaking for them.
But they all had the right to engage in the
industry. While there is a public com-
modity open for trading to the people of
Western Australia, every person should re-
tain that right. I notice, further, that in
these regulations the Minister has made a
decided departure from what he told us
previously regarding the wmethods to De
adopted for the getting of sandalwood. Hon,
members will recollect that the Minister
previougly informed us that he intended to
retain the right of issuing permits to sandal-
wood getters,

The Minister for Mines: No,

Hor. W. ¢, ANGWIN: He said he was
going to see that the getters in the back
areas would be properly protected, and
permits would be issued to them through
the Forests Department.

The Minister for Mines: No,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: He emphasised
that by saying that he intended to retain a
certain percentage of sandalwond to be got
by disabled miners, if necessary. What ig
the position ag it stands to-day? The Min-
ister, instead of giving the permit to the
sandalwood getter, as has always been done,
has issued a license to the sandalwood pur-
chaser.

The Minister for Jines: Quite wrong.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: Apparently it
was done under the conditions referring to
sawmill permits under the ¥Forests Aet.

The Minister for Mines: We bave not
issned a permit with regard to sandalwood

except in the North-West for distillation
purposes.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The sandalwood

buyer has the license now, and has the full
option of employing the getter.

The Minister for Mines: Not a full op-
tion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:

option,

It is almost a fuli
The position is very similar to the
licenzes granted to hewers for cutting
sleepers. Those hewers are permitted to go
on private property or Crown lands under li-
censes which permit them to cut sleepers. The
conditions set up iiow are entirely different
from the previous ones under which the
getter received a license—

The Minister for Mines: He did not.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: And he was able
to sell his sapdalwood to anyone he liked.
Yow he cannot do so. He can sell only to the
person for whom he is cutting.

Mr. Mana: Does that matter?

The Minister for Mines: There is no dif-
ference, as it affects the getter who has al-
ways been, and will still be, registered.

Hen, W, C. ANGWIN: And they can only
get the sandalwood for the person who is
granted the license. Tn effect, the getters are
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the employees of the person who has the
license and who has been granted an area.

Mr. Mann: He is the contractor.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: It can be put that
way if the hon, member desires. The fact
remains the getter can sell only to the person
who holds a license for that particular area.

AMr, Mann: What difference does that
make?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Formerly the get-
ters could sell to Heetor, to Stewart or to
Paterson.

The Minister for Mines: What does it
matter, so long as the getter receives his
price?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: There is a possi-
bility of the purchaser condemning sandal-
wood that has been cut by the getter.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing of the
kind, You have not read the regulations.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not care about
the regmlations. The fact remains that the
purchaser will take sandalwood only in aceord-
ance with the requirements of the markets
he has to supply. He will leave on the handa
tf the getter sandalwood that does not ful-
fil his requirements.

The Minister for Mines: He cannot do it.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: He caa, if he gets

the quantity he requires without it. The pur- -

thager will impress upon the getter the guan-
iity, the size and the quality he requires.

The Minister for Mines: We set out in the
regulations what must be done. What you
suggest would be sharp practice and the in-
dividual concerned wonld have to come for-
ward for another license.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN:
described as sharp practice.

The Minister for Mines: The Conservator
of Forests would decide what timber is mar-
ketable, not the purchaser.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
stand ia law.

The Minister for Mines: It will, under the
regulationa.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: No one will be able
to compel the purchaser to take sandalwood
nther than such as he desires.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is wonderful
how you can find difficulties that are not
there. .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The getters will
oot have the same freedom of trade owing
to the-areas granted to certain individuals.

Mr, PICEERING (Sussex) [10.5]: I deo
not know whether it has struek hon. mem-
bers that sandalwood in its original state is
a commodity possessing a pleasant perfume.
Under treatment and conversion into sandal-
wood cil it becomes less savoury. So it has
been with this debate which, as it proceeds,
becomes less palatable. The Minister has
dealt with the sandalwood business in its
varied phases during the course of the de-
bates on this question. The loss of revenue
the State has suffered owing to the lack of
conirol has been immense. The member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon, W, . Angwin)

That eannot be

That will not
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has argued in favour of the decontrol of the
industry. 'He urged that it should be thrown
open, and he likeaed the industry to that re-
lating to jarrah. In my opinion there is no
analogy between the two sections of the tim-
ber induetry. On the one hand, we have a
commodity of great valve in its raw state to
one race onoly, the Chinese. Jarrah has a
world-wide demand and a more or less fixed
rate. It has been demonstrated that under
effective control the value of sandalwood has
been considerably enhanced. Se much is that
so that it is astounding how much revenue
will acerue to the State and what remuners-
tion will be gained by the workers. The po-
gition as set up in the motion which was
agreed to by the House recently was onc
with which I was in accord.

Mr. BPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not discuss a matter the House has already
dealt with and upon which it has expressed
its opinion.

Mr. PICKERING:
comparisons ¥

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member would
not be in order.

Mr, PICKERING:
to explain my position.

Mr, SPEAKER: I eannot help that, The
hon. member would not be in order in dis-
cussing an action of the House this eession.

Mr, PICEERING: I do not desire to dis-
cuss any action of the House, but I wish to
discuss my attitude on a motion we passed
dealing with the sandalwood business.

Mr. SPEAEER: The hon. member has al-
ready done that.

Mr. PICKERING: This subject is of guch
vital importance to the State that surely some
reference should be made

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no desire to pre-
vent the hon, member from making his posi-
tion clear. He may proceed.

Mr. PICEERING: I was in accord with
the proposal recently before the House be-
cause I believed it afforded effective comtrol.
During the course of that debate a position
was evolved somewhat identical with that
with which we are confronted this evening.
I refer to the regulations dealing with this
commodity. What is most remarkable to me
is that the Minister failed to become seized
with the position as it arose from the debate
or that, if he were seized with the position,
he did not secure an adjournment of the do-
bate to enable him to put forward the defi-
nite scheme he has submitted to-night. Had
the Minister done that, members on the Guov-
ernment side of the House would have known
where they stood. As it is, we are asked to
follow the varying moods of various Ministers
until we are at a loss to kmow what attitude
to adopt. In view of the vital imvortance of
the industry I feel my respomsibility to the
State. It is my endeavour to do what is
right and honest in the interests of the people
and of an industry which is of such great
value to the State. I have given much con-
gideration to this subjeet, and I was at one
with the other members of the Forests Com-

Cannot I make any

It is difficult for me
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mission—the late Mr. Peter O’Loghlen and
the member for Perth (Mr, Mann)—in a
realisation that some method of control of
the sandalwood industry had to be adopted,
some method that would give the State its
proper return for the produet and would
secure an odequate return to the men
epgaged in the industry. We are now
confronted with the fact that the de-
cision the House arrived at formerly
has been negatived. The principle of one-
man control of the monopoly has been relin-
quished by the Government, although they
secured the passage of a favourable motion
through this Chamber. Now we have another
proposition changing the one-man monopoly
to one vested in five or six different firms.
The ultimate result of these regulations is
to create a momopoly in the hands of five or
gix firmg instead of ome. Under the original
proposal the Government had absolute comn-
trol. I am afraid that the advent of a num-
ber of firms will increase the diffieulty re-
speeting control. TIn the past the position
has been entirely unsatisfactory. During the
debate we have had illustrations demonstrat-
ing that the life of the getter has been one
of hardship and penury. Under the original
proposition the getter was assured of ade-
quate remuneration and that ia a phase every
hon. member is anxious to comserve to the
utmost possible extent, apart altogether from
the question of the royalty the State will
secure from the business. Unfortunately the
Leader of the Oppoasition, in moving that the
regulations be disallowed, has not advanced
any definite scheme as a solution of the prob-
lem. I fail to see how it would be possible,
if we allowed a widespread traffic in this
commodity, to secure proper control and
assure to the getter adequate remuneration.
If we bhave an indefinite traffic in the com-
modity, how ean it be regulated, when we
have a market with which we are unfamiliar,
and a traffic that requires expert knowledge?
The member for North-East Fremantle would
make it 88 wide as the earth. When it comes
to the disposal of sandalwood, it is essential
that those handling it shouvld be skilled in
the business and familiar with the markets
of the East. The exchanges vary s0 much in
respect of the dollar that anyone not in touch
with the Eastern markets could not effectively
deal with the financial position. No scheme
has been put up that eould take the place of
either of those submitted by the Government.
I am at a loss to understand why the Leader
of the Opposition should disapprove of the
regulations, since they Bo Wwidely meet the
position he set forth during the first debate.
¥ would have been glad if he had showed ue
how the indmstry could be controlled. I fail
to see how we are to effectively control the
trade except we have some such sysiem as
that proposed by the Government. As to the
distillation, it i essential the State should
take every precaution to conserve the sup-
plies. According to the announeement
mede by the Minister to-night due regard
bas heen paid to the industries coneerned
The Minister deflnitely assured us that
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adequate supplies will he forthcoming, that
the cost to the merchani will be reasomable,
and the royalty small. Nothing more can be
done in that connection. Certain firms have
gone to the trouble and expense of installing
the necessary plant, and every precaution
should be taken to ensure to those firms age-
quate supplies. I regret that the Government
should have departed from their original
attitude, but in view of the lack of definits
plans to take the place of the scheme sot
forth by the Minister to-night, I can follow
no other course than to oppose the motion.

Mr. CHERS0N (Cue) [10.17]: I will sup-
port the motion because I believe in open
trading in sandalwood. I am in aceord with
the price fixed, namely, £25 per ton, being
£16 for the puller and £9 for the State, It
ig only right that the men working in the bush
should be fairly remunerated, and certainly
the State should get more that it has had in
the past. It is proposed by the regulations
that every person licensed to cut and remove
sandalwood shall be subject to the payment
of a royaity of £25, and that when the wood
is delivered on the rails he is to bave a re-
hate of £16 on all clean wood of fair average
quality, the Conservator of Torests to be the
Judge. The licenses is to furnish to the Con-
servator of Forests on the firat of each month
true refurne verified by statutory declaration
and supplemented by railway vouchers. So
every provision is made to see that the Gov-
ernment shall get royalty to the full amount,
Anybedy who pays 2s. 6d. and is registered as
a timber worker i8 to be «allowed to pull san-
dalwood. Under the regulations licenses are
to he given to four persons or companies to
purchase and dispose of the wood. It is op-
tional with those four licensees to purchaze
the wood from whom they please. This, I am
afraid, means that a large number of those
at present pulling sandalwood will be squeezed
out of the business. The minimum quantity
is fized at 5,000 tons on & monthly basis. If
the licensees take their quota of wood from
each distriet, it might meéan that, instead of
those at present in the industry selling their
wood, others will come in and squeeze them
out, for there is nothing to compel the four
licensees to take their wood from those now
in the industry. That is a eerious objection
to the proposal. I cannot understand why the
Conservator of Forests ghould go back 12
years to fix the percentage. The files diseloze
that there has been ill-feeling between tha co-
opetative companies and the Conservator.
Why should the Conservator go back beyond
five years? For bim to go back 12 years is
to give a decided advantage to John Paterson
and Co.

Mr. Mann: You are wroag.

Mr. CHESS0ON: 'T can see no other reason
why the Conservator should go back 12 years
in order to allot the percemtage. Provision
is made that the licensees ghall from time to
time, as directed by the Conservator, take
wood from prospectors, from pergons withdrawn
from ,the mines suffering from phthisis, and
from veturned soldiers. The quantity of wood
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aliotted to those men is 750 tons per anmum.
It is but a small percentage to give to pros-
pectors, phthisieal miners and Teturned sol-
diers. My objection to the regulations is
based principally ¢n the way the percentage
has been allotted, and on the fact that the
regulations place the cutters in the clutches
of four persons or companies licensed to pur-
chase the wood. A number of those now in
the industry will certainly be displaced.

Mr, MAKNN (Perth) [10.27] T desire to put
before the House a few figures in order to
disabuse the impression in some minds that
& larger percentage would have been given to
John Stewart and Co. if the Conservator had
gone back 20 years. During the period from
1805 to 1910, 46,000 tons of sandalwood was
exported. Of that quantity, Bateman and
Guthrie cxported 22,000 tons, Paterson and
Co. 22,000 tons, and only 2,000 tons was left
for suldlivision amongst all the others in the
trade.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Who said that if the
Conservator had gone back 20 years John
Stewart and Co. weuld have got more?

Mr. MANX: The Leader of tie Opposi-
tien.

Hon, P. Collier: I think I said 15 years.

Mr, MANN: I am dealing with the period
1905 to 1910, 1f the Conservator had gone
back to that time, John Strwart and Co.
would have had but a very small percentage.
John Stewart practically dropped out of the
trade in April, 1915, and entered into an
agreement that or a basis of 6,000 tons per
annum exported, his share was to he 400 tons;
and that was sold and controlled by another
company.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
make a start,

Mr. MANN: I only wish to show that he
has had a very fair deal. It was suggested
that had different dates been selected by the
Conservator of Forests, John Stewart’s com-
pany would have received a bigper percentage
of the Dusiness, Had other dates Leen
selected he would have got a lower perecntage.
From 1913 to 1919 his proportion of the busi-
ness was 460 tons out of 6,000 tons per an-
num. Had five years been taken, he would
have received a smaller percentage than that
allotted to him. When the Conservator was
allocating the percentage he gave Paterson
& Co. nnd John Heetor their pereentage for
the period, but he gave the other company the
whole of the remaining trade, which ineluded
the business that bad been done by people
now out of the trade. Therefore John
Stewart’s company is getting tbe lenefit of
the proportion of trade previously done by
other people. This shows that John Stewart’s
company has had a deal quite in keeping with,
that to which he was entitled.

Everybody had to

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder—in reply)
[10.32]): T would have allowed the motion
to go to a vote without availing myself of the
right of reply but for the remarks of the
member for Perth (Mr. Mapn). I am per-
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fectly satisfied this House is tired of the
question of sandalwood——

Mr, Teesdale: Yes, sick to death.

Hon. P. COOLLIER: And that there is
nothing fresh to be said on either side. The
member for Perth entered into the debate on
a former oceasion in a somewhat dramatie
way by presenting something new and orig-
inal. He read a balance sheet with the object
of diserediting one of the traders in the busi-
ness.

The Minister for Mines: You have dis-
credited Paterson & Co. as much as you
could.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I did not read any
balance sheets. If anyone will peruse the
‘*Hangard’’ report of my speech in moving
this motion, he will find searcely six consecu-
tive lines without interruptions, and I hope
the Minister will not now endeavour fo make
a second speech by way of interjection,

The Minister for Mines: If it is necessary,
I shall.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T have the right to a
hearing, and I hope, Mr. Speaker, you will
not permit the Minister to make a second
speech by way of interjection.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member need
not anticipate that. I shall see that he gets
a fair hearing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The manner in which
my previous speeeh was punctnated by inter-
jeections from all gumarters was no credit to
the House, and I hope on this occasion 1
shall be permitted to have my say without un-
due interruption from the Minister. The
member for Perth (Mr. Mann) on the pre-
vious occasion produced something pew—a
balance sheet obtained from no one knows
where, something that ne one else in the
House knew existed. The hon. member read
it with the ohjeet of diserediting my side of
the House. ‘

Mr. Mann: That is incorreet.

Houn. P. COLLIER: The hon. member read
the balance sheet in order to show that one
of the traders, who iz now going to partiei-
pate in thiz business, was not a genuine
trader, but was merely an agent for Chinese.
He backed up his statement by saying,
‘‘Thaose are the people the Opposition are
fighting for—John Hector, an agent of
Chinese.!’ Now the hon. member, with equal
facility, can turn round and put himsgelf im
a position to fight for this agent of the
Chinese. To diseredit the arguments from
this side of the House, the Chinese balance
sheet was read, The hon, member, in order
to defeat the motion, inferred that we were
fighting for the Chinese, but to-night he has
not one word to say abont Mr, Hector. He
has not a Chinese balance sheet at his dis-
posal to-night. He has given us no informa-
tion as to why this azent of the Chinese
ghouyld be permitted to participate in the
sandalwoed Dbusiness in future. The hon.
member has come aleng and sprung another
document upon us. T do not know where he
gets these mysterious doeuments, Iustinet, 1
suppose, enables him to discover seerets and
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other things unknown to the ordinary man.
The hon. member has presented anocther doeu-
ment to prove that if a different pericd of
years had been taken, the distribution would
have heen less favourable to John Stewart.
I would like to know where the hon, member
obtained that document. I do not know
whether he obtained it from the Conservator
of Forests, but he is certainly in possession
of information enabling him to show the
tonnage of sandalwood exported over a period
of years, even so far back as 15 or 20 years.
That information is not in the tabled files.
The Minister, in tabling the files, said they
were complete with that exception.

The Minister for Mines: T know nothing
about those figures,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not saying the
Minister knows anything about them. The
files were complete with the exception of the
figures of tonnages exported by the different
traders, It was considered undesirable to
disclose the affairs of the traders concerned.

The Minister for Mines: That is se,

Hon, P, COLLIER: Bui the member for
Perth has been able to get somewhere infor-
mation that other membera were unable to
get.

The Minister for Mines: He did not get it
off the files.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know where
he obtained the figures, For myself I refuse
to beliave them., I do not accept them at all;
they are not worth ‘ “tuppence.”’ I do not
know of any public document trom which
he conld obtain them, because, when the
department decided to apportion the busi-
ness as they have done, I believe they asked
the various traders to supply the informa-
tion.

The Minister for Mines:
only.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Evidently the depart-
ment were not in possession of the informa-
tion. If they had had it officially, there
would have been no need to ask the traders
to supply it. If the departmrent were not
in possession of the ‘information, I do net
know where the hon. member could have
got it. T suppose he could get it from any
particalar trader that cared to supply it,
but I am confident that all the traders have
not supplied him with their figures. Yet at
the last moment he reads the document to
prove that black is white. I refuse to accent
it as authentie. I consider it is not worth
the paper it is written on.

Hon, M, F. Troy: That is hew convictions
are obtained.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think it is a docu-
ment concoeted for this evening, just as the
Chinese bulance sheet was dug up for the
vote on the previous oecasion. What has

For 12 years

the hon. member done with the Chinese
balance sheet? Where has he deposited it?
Has he now decided to embrace Jobhn

Hector, a Chinese agent? He is willing now
that this man, who for long years, according
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to his statement, has been merely a tool of
the Chinese trading in this business, shall
participate to the extent of 10 per cent. of
the total output. There is the inconsistency
of the hon, member! What is the value of
the arguments put before us by one who
can take up such an attitude as he has
dvring the past few weeks? What is the
value of any statements he wmay advance,
or any documents he muy read to the
House? The Minister did oot touch the
question at all. To change the phraseology
of the newspapers who refer to his ‘‘usual
vigorous style,’’ I would say that the Min-
ister, in his characteristiceally clever style,
waltzed all round the question, side-stepped
it, and evaded the real points. He c¢laimed
that this was mnot a true co-operative com-
pany. It may have none of the principles
of trne eo-operation—but I am not econ-
cerned about that. XYdAke the flowers that
bloom in the spring, it has nothing te deo
with the case. How the shares were allotted,
and how the 200 odd shares were paid for
by the getters, has nothing to do with the
real issne, We get back to the position we
on this side of the House have mamtained
from the inception of this business. The
protest against the policy first adopted by
the Government, but which has now been
changed, has been going forth from the
very hour when the announcement was made
of the Government policy. We have not
shifted our ground one inch. The Govern-
ment have entirely somersaulted and right-
about-faced. The Minister wag emphatie in
declaring that the industry could Dbe
handled only in one way. He was backed
up by the Leader of the Official Country
Party—on that cccasion he was not the
official Leader—when he said he was con-
vinced this was the only way to handle it.
He now says the only way we ¢an handle it
is the other way, which is not the way he
believed it could be handled a fortnight ago.

Hon, M. F. Troy: Is not that the usual
Country Party attitude?

Hon, P. COLLIER: I should like to see
the new party start off well

Mr. Johnston: He is not speaking for the
party in this matter.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I should like to see¢ it
exhibit some degree of consistency.

Mr. Corhoy: Therc are only two members
of it here,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Black was right a few
weeks ago, and to-day white is right. The
Government have departed from their
original policy, although they had a
majority in this House suppoerting them,
They now say they have discovered this can
be done in another way. This only occurred
to the Minister at the last moment because
of the snggestion of the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. McCallum).

Mr, MeCallum: I did not make it.

Hon., P. COLLIER: It is attributed to
him. Tt was only at the )ast moment that
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someone else suggested this other way out.
The Minister then sat up and began to take
notice, although he had studied the ques-
tion at the University for some weeks. He
now says, ‘‘I told the House it could onmly
be done in one way. Possibly I misted the
House although the majority believed me.
I now find it can be done in another way.”’
The Conservator first thinka of five years,
and then of 10 years. I do not know why
he did not then take another five years, but
he only took two. He went on to 12 years.
If that was the line of reasening running in
the mind of the Conservator, one would have
thought he would bhave taken another five-
year period, namely five years before the
war, five years of war, and five years sub-
sequent to it, making a total of 15 years, I
do not know why ‘‘two’’ entered his wind
after he reached the sum of 10, but he had
a brain wave and said, ‘T am going too
fast; if I keep on multiplying by five each
time I comsider the quesation, I shall he
going right back to the last century.”’
‘When, therefore, he reached 10 years he
added only two more, and that was how we
are told it occurred. There has been u
pretty mess over this matter for some
months. We are told that only those who
had trading interests in past years were to
be allowed te trade. Burridge and Warren,
however, who have never traded, have been
apportioned a small part of the business,
because of their former or present interest
in Paterson & Coy. If that is so, why is this
agent of the Chinese, who on the statement
of the member for Perth (Mr. Manhn), which
was applanded all round the House, and met
with general endorsement, permitted to have 10
per cent. of the buginesst Why not cut ont
that subtle Chinesc influence referred to by
the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering)?t
There was something in that statement; the
aubtlc influence of the Chinese is not entirely
wiped out. The man who has been a Chinese
agent for many years is still in the trade.

Mr. Pickering: Perhaps that ia where the
figures come from.

Hon. P, COLLIER: 1If an agent of the
Chinese is to remain in the trade, why not
allow the Chinese themselves, for they were
geunine traders in former yearst Mr, Hector
was not trading for himself but was acting
only for Chinese, according to the famous
balance sheet read out to the House. I have
done with the matter, and I hope the House
bas done with it for some time. Bubject to
the royalty, that is now fixed, and the price
to the getter, which the Government have
fivxed, and with which I agree, every citizen
shall have the right to irade freely in the
natural products of the State. There should
be no monopoly to anybody. The talk of
stabilising the industry is all moonshine. The
industry will stabilise itself over a number
of years—not from year to year, I admit, but
over a period of years, say, five or gix, just
according as demand is made for sandalwood
in the countries in which it is sold. We have
8 right to say to these four persoms, ‘‘You
can continue in the sandalwod trade, but any
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other citizen who contributes to the taxes of
the country and conforms to its laws will
have the right, if he so desires, to enter into
the business as well as those who have en-
gaged in it in former years, and as well ag
the individual who has merely been an agent
for Chinese.’’

Question put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 17
Noes 22
Majority against 5
AYES,
Mr. Apngwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Chesson : Mr, McCallum
Mr. Collier Mr. Munsie
Mr. Gibeon Mr. Troy
Mr., Heron Mr., Walker
Mr. Hughes Mr, Willcock
Mr. Johnston Mr. Wilgon
Mr. Lambert Mtr. Corboy
Mr. Lutey {Taller.)
NoES.
Mr. Angelo Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Broun Mr. Pickering
Mr, Carfer Mr. Piesse
Mrs, Cowah Mr. Sampsoh
Mr. Duraclk Mr, Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Harrison Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hickmott Mr. A. Thomson
Mr, Latham Mr, J, Thomson
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mann Mr. Mullany
(Teller.)

Question thus negatived.

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.



